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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

No meaningfuldevelopmental activitycan be undertakewithout taking into account the
characteristics of the population for whom thé\dty is targeted. The seof the population
and its spaal distribution, growth and change over time, in additiontdcsocioceconomic

characteristics are all important in development planning.

A population census is the most important source of diatthesize,composition, growth

and distribution olac 0 u n papyladionat the national and suiational levels. Data from

the 2010 Population and Housing Census (PHC) will serve as reference for equitable
distribution of national resourcesand goverrment servicesincluding the allocation of
government funds among various regiodsstricts and other suimational populations to
education, health and other social services.

The Ghana Statistical Service (GSS) is delighted to provide data, esgrscidy the
Metropolitan, Municipal and District Assembliesith district-level analytical reportbased
onthe 2010 PHGIata to facilitate their planning adécisionmaking

The Didrict Analytical Report for théNorth GonjaDistrict is one ofthe 216 distict census
reports aimed at making data available to planners and decision makers at the district level. In
addition to presenting the district profilehe report discusses the social and economic
dimensions of demographic variablesd their implicatioa for policy formulation, planning

and interventionsThe @nclusiors and recommendations drawn from the district repiat
expected to serve as a basis for improving the quality of life of Ghanaians through evidence
baseddecisioamaking monitoring andevaluation of developmental goals and intervention
progranmes.

For ease of accessibilitio the @nsus data, the district repahd other census reports
produced by the GSS will be disseminated widely ithlrint and electronic formats. The
report will also be postedn the GSS websitezww.statsghana.gov.gh

The GSS wishes to express its profound gratitude to the Government of Ghana for providing
the required resources for the conduct of the 2010 PHtGle\Wppreciatinghe contribution

of our Development Partners (DPs) towards the suaddasgblementation of the Census, we
wish to specifically acknowledge the Department for Foreign Affairs, Trade and
Development(DFATD) formerly the Canadian Internationakizlopment Agency (CIDA)

and the Danish International Development Agency (DANIDA) for providing resources for
the preparation of all the 216 district reports. Our gratitude also goes to the Metropolitan,
Municipal and District Assemblies, the Ministry obtal Government, Consultant Guides,
Consultant Editors, Project Steering Committee members and their respective institutions for
their invaluable support during the report writing exercise. Finally, we wish to thank all the
report writers, including the GSstaff who contributed to the preparation of the reports, for
their dedication and diligence in ensuring the timely and successful completion of the district
census reports.
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Dr. Philomena Nyarko
Government Statistician
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Introduction

The District census report is the first of its kind since the first-ipotpendence census was
conducted in 1960. Theeport provides basic information about the District. It gives a brief
background of the District, describing its physical features, political and administrative
structure, sockeultural structure and economy. Using data from the 2010 Population and
Houshg Census (2010 PHC), the report discusses the population characteristics of the
District, fertility, mortality, migration, marital status, literacy and education, economic
activity status, occupation, employment; Information Communication Technology, (ICT)
disability, agricultural activities and housing conditions of the District. The key findings of
the analysis are as follows (references are to the relevant sections of the report):

Population size, structure and composition

The population oNorth GonjaDistrict, according to the 2010 Population and Housing Census,
is43,547representind.8per cent of t he r &lglescomsditate 49.petcent pop
and females represent 5@drcent. Eighty five percent of thgopulationis rural. The Distict

has a sex ratio of 98.3he population of the Disttigs yauthful (35.26) of the B9 age group,
depicting a broad base population pyramid which tapers off with a somaber of the 60 plus

years (3.%). The total age depenaey ratio for the Distritis 107 the age dependencatio

for males is higher (113.9) than that of females (1)00.6

Fertility, mortality and migration

The Total Fdility Rate for the District 5.3the General Fertility Rate 635.8births per 1000
women aged 139 years.The Cude Birth Rate (CBR) is 3fer 1000 population. The crude
death rate for the District isfer 1000. The death rate for males is highest for under five male
children representing 15.7 deaths per 1000 population while for the females, the highest death
rateof 12.5 deaths per 1000 population is also for under five female chiltlisralso higher

for males (34%) and 5 percent for females for theyé&rs and above. Out of the total
population of14,715 there had beeB47 cases of deaths in the Dist. AImost half of the
migrants (44.80) living in the District were born in another region whig.4 percent were

born elsewhere in the Western. For migrants born in another region, thoseulside Ghana
constitute48.3percent followed bypper East Regiowith 10.1@rcent

Household Size, composition and structure

The District has a household populatio®@f972with a total number of,793households. The
average hosehold size in the District isgersons per househol@hildren constitute the largest
proportion of the housekstructure accounting for 55.2 percent. Hézdh about 9.5ercent.
Extended Familgonsitutes73.5percent of the total number of households in the District.

Marital status

More than half (54.60f the population aged lgeas and older are married, .29%ercent
have never married, 0.Percent are in consensual unions, J6ércent are widoed, 0.8
percent are divorced and 1.3 percent are separated. By @&$ey2ars, more thagight out
of tenfemales(82.6%) are married coparedto 56.9 percenbf males. At age 65 and above,
widowed £males account for as high as 5pe2cent while widwed males account for only
7.2 percent. Among the married, 9Qp8rcent have no educatiavhile 53.1percent of the
unmarried havenever ben to school. Almost 84¢ercent of the marriegopulations are
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employed, 0.9percent are unemployed crl5.8 percent are economically not active. A
greater proportion of those whadowed (56.30) are economically not active

Nationality

The proportion ofGhanaiansby birth in the District is 89.&ercent. Those whhave
naturalizedconstitute 0.§ercent and while the ne@hanaian ppulation in the District is 5.6
percent.

Proportion ofMoslemspopulation in theNorth GonjaDistrict is about 78 percentAmong
the Christian group£atholics constitutes the majority tein pecent

Literacy and education

Of the pomlation 11 years and above, 24.9 percent are literate andp@Ecént are non
literate. The proportion foliterate males is higher (404) than that of females2{.3%).
Almost half of (49.8)indicated they could read and write both English and Ghanaian
languages.

With reference to school attendance, of the population aged 3 years and above, out of 31,721
in the District,68.2 percent has nevettended schooR6.6 percent are currently attending
and 5.2percent have attended in the past.

Economic Activity Status

About 76.8percent of thepopulation aged 15 years and ol@deeconomically active while
23.2 per cent are economically not activ@f the ecoomically active population, 98.8
percent are employed while 1p2rcent are unemployed. For those who are economically not
active, a larger percentagetbeém did home duties (43.1%), p@rcentare students and 19.1
percent are toold or tooyoung to do any work.Almost seven out of ten (61.4%) of the
unemployed arevorked before, are seeking work or are available to work

Occupation

Of the employed populatiormore than eight out of ten (82.8%)e engaged as skilled
agricultural, feestryand fishery workers, 6.8ercent in service and sales, p8rcent incraft
and related trade, and IpBrcent are engaged as managers, professionals and technicians.

Employment status and sector

Of the population 15 years and oldetth respect to sexistribution, 61.4percentmalesare
selfemployed without employeesompare to 38.6 percent of females, almost 62 percent
females are contributing family workeas compare to 38.fiercentof males, 58.3 percent

females areasual workersvith 42 percent @nstituting males. As high as 72 percent females

are apprentice as compare to 28.1 percent of ma&e®rall, women constitute the highest
proportion in each employment category except éhmmp| oy ee s 6 The privategor i e s
informal sector is the largestmployer in the District, employing 98percent of the
population the private formaknd public Government accounts for one percent each.

Information Communication Technology

Of the poplation 12 years and above, less than one out of ten peoplarudiie phones.
Male who avn mobile phones constitute 63.9 percent as compared .fio pgBcent of
females.Less than one percent (0.3%) the population 12 years and older use internet
facilities in the District. Only6 households representing @drcent of theotal households in
the District have desktop/laptop computers.
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Disability

About 1.6 percent (703 of the Districtds total popul at i
other. The proportion of the female and male populatrgh disability is the same (@%).

The types of disability in the District include sight, hearing, speech, physical, intellect, and
emotion. Persons witlsight disabiity recorded the highest of 31 @ercent followed by
physical disability (2%) and hearing disabilitpf 18.3 The disaility patternis the same for

both urban and rural localitiesith sight, physical and hearingisabilities remaining the
predominant cases. About 58gercent of the economically active and employed have
various forms of disability wittother forms of dability other than the ones mentioned
accounting for 81.4 percemdr the majoritywith disability. Of the population disabled,
almost 77percent have never been to school.

Agriculture

Almost nine out on every ten of the population (8%)3 of househols in the District are
engage in agriculture, Crop farming is the main agricultural activitly miore than nine out
of ten (96.40) households engage in it. Those in d$itoek rearing account for 35pg&rcent
and tree planting O.percent The same pattaris observed in both theinal and urban
localities, more thamine out of every ten household96.96) areengagd in agricultural
while in the rural localities and 91.9percent households in the urban arease into
agriculture. Cattlewhich accountdor 28 percentis the dominant animal reared in the
District.

Housing

The housing stock dfiorth GonjaDistrict is 3,398 with 4,79%households. Households imet
rural areas constitute 4,06®d the rest in the urban areas. The populgg@nhouse in the
District is 14 compared to 1 the region.

Type, tenancy arrangement and ownership of dwelling units

More than half (59.%) of all dwelling units in théistrict are compound houses; orty6
percent are separate houses andgefent are sentetachechouses. More than9 in 10
(93.80) of the dwelling units in the District are owhéy members of the household; 2.3
percent are ownelly arelative who is not a member of the househal8percent are owned
by other pivate individuals; and only 1.perent are owned by public or govenent. Less
than one percent (@) of the dwelling units is owned through mortgage schemes.

Material for construction of outer wall, floor and roof

The main construction material for outer walls of dwelling units in trstriot isMud bricks

or Earth accounting for 83ercent. More thannine out of every ten (9192) of outer walls of
building in the rurallocalities are constructed witiMud bricks or Earth However 52
percent of outer wallsf buildings in urbancommunties are constructed with cemehbtock

or concrete. Cement (85.2%) and mud/earth @3.@re the two main materials used in the
construction of floors of dwelling units in the DistricThatch, Palm leaf or Raffiare the
main roofing material70.1 %) for dwelling units in the District. A casderable number of
houses (25%) in theDistrict are constructed with Metal sheet.

Room occupancy

One room constites the highest percentage (?6)9of sleeping rooms occupied by
households in dwelling uis in theDistrict. About 15.5percent of households with 10 or
more members occupy single rooms.
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Utilities and household facilities

The three main sourcesf lighting in dwelling units in the District aré&erosenelamp
(42.9%), Flashlight or Torci{41.1%) andelectricity main (13.%0). The main source of fuel
for cooking for most households in the Districtwsod (93.96). The proprtion for rural
(96.0%) is higher than that of urban (82%. Thetwo main sources of waten the District
are Bore-hole/Pump/Tubevell andriver stream. Almosseven out of every tenouseholds
(66.20) drink water fromBore-hole/Pump/Tube welnd23.2percent us®iver or Stream

Majority of the households in theiddrict (92.1%) haveno toilet facility, they either use the
bush orfield. Only four percent each use KVIP or Public toileAlmost a third of the
households (23%) in the Districtown bahrooms for their exclusive use, 22.5 percemre
separate bathrooms in the same house Wifgercent share open cubicle

Waste asposal

The most widely method of solid waste disposal is by public dumthenopen space
accounting for 5%ercent.More than a third (33.7%) dfouseholdslumpstheir solid waste
indiscriminately. House to house waste collection accountsefs thanone percent. For
liquid waste disposal, throwingaste onto the compound (31.2%) and stteet or outside
(58.8% each) are the two most common methods used by households in the District.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

The Government of Gharas far back as 1968, e cogni zed that the Apop
the nationbés greatest resource. I't i s both t
The protection and enhancement of ite wel f

(Government of Ghana, 1969). Government also explicitly recognized the reciprocal
relationship between population and development (i.e. population affects development even
as development affects population). An understanding of the populdtocharacterigts

and dynamics igherefore crucial for realistic development planning.

The Government of Ghana has operated the decentralized system of development 8ince 198
with the District Assembly as the planning authority, expected to initiate and coordivate t
processes of planning, programming, budgeting and implementatioDistrict plans,
programmes and project$he District assemblies and the various organs are expected to
carry out medium and lorg@rm planning, including integration of population pas and

issues as they pertain to the needs of parti®iktricts and communities.

The overall level of development artde demographic structure of the country conceal
differences between and within regiomstricts, urban and rural localities. Asc&h, there

are bound to be differences in the population and development needs and priorities between
and withinDistricts, urban and rural localities.

The reportis with reference tohe North Gonjaistrict. Its objective is to make available to
the gemrral public analysis of data, the results of the 2010 Population and Housing Census
and their full implications for policy and planning in théstrict.

The North Gonja District Assembly was established by legislative instrument (LI) 2065
(2012). The disict was inaugurated on Thursday,"28une 2012 in Daboya, the capital
town. Thedistrict was carved out of the West Gorjastrict in 2012 following the 2010
Population and Housing Censuspastof the efforts to deepen decentralization processes in
the country. There are about siight communities in the districThesenclude Lingbinsi,

Tari, Singa, Disah, Kagbal, Lukula, Wawato, Bawevankariguand Daboyaas the major
localities

1.2 Physical Features
1.2.1 Location and Size

North Gonja Distict is located in the western part of the Northern Region of Ghana. It lies
within longitude £ 5' and 2 58" West and Latitude 832" and 18 2' North. It shares
boundaries with West Gonja and Wa Edistricts to the West, Tolon District to the East,
MampruguMoagduri and Kumbungu districts to the North and Central Gonja to the South.
Thedistrict has a total land mass of about 4,845.5sgrkpresenting 6.9 percent of the total
land sizeof the Northern Regian



Figure 1.1: Map of North Gonja District
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1.2.2 Climate

The district lies in the tropical continental western margin and characterized by a single
rainfall pattern brought in by the rain bearing tropical maritime air mass (MT). This occurs
between Apriland October every year. This is followed by the tropical continental air mass
(CT) which brings about the dry season (Harmattan) which occurs from late November to
March. The mean annual rainfall is between 1000amth1500mm with the peak occurring
from Jly to September. The district experiences a prolonged dry season with the peak
occurring between March and April.

Temperature is fairly high with the annual mean temperature ranging frofC2n.85C
depending on the season. The highest temperatusxasded in the dry season while the
lowest is experienced during the Harmattan season.

1.2.3 Vegetation

The natural vegetation is Guinea Savannthrichness ishowever, determined by the soll
types. The large vegetation cover is dissected by hattanties such as shifting cultivation,

slash and burn methods of land preparation for farming and housing. The major tree species
are sheanut, dawadawa, baobab, acaeim and ebony. Th&hea tree is of great economic
value sincet is a sourceof revenue andvelfare for women who pick the nuts and process
them intoshea butteThese trees are mostly scattered except in few areas and most valleys
where isolated wood land or gallery forest are found. Most trees are deciduous, shedding their
leaves durig the dry season in order to conserve water (North Gonja District Draft Medium
Term Development plar2013.

Grass which grows in tussocks may reach 2.7m during the rainy season. This indicates that
the area is suitable for crops such as millet, sorghuaizerand groundnuts.

Yam is also cultivated in thelistrict especially around Bawena, Yazori, kpulimbo and
Anyantoareas. Bush fires, and illegal chainsaw activities have reached alarming proportions
which need tabe checked to avoiseriousenvironmentaproblems in future.

1.2.4 Relief anddrainage

The topography is generally undulating with altitude of betweenr2DB0metes above sea
level. There are outcrops of weathered rocks around Daboya.

The White Volta River flows through the district and gdtoded during the peak of the
rainy season. The flooding gets compounded when the Bagri Dam in Burkina Faso is spilled
over each year. Other streams are TarcmadiTari. The White Volta River and the streams

are potentials for irrigation and fish farmiigthedistrict.

1.2.5 Soil and their suitability for agriculture

There are two major soil types in thstrict. These are the Savannah Ochrosols and
Groundwater laterites. The Savannah Ochrosols which cover almost the desttics, is
moderately drimed and the upland soils developed mainly on Voltain sandstone. The texture
of the surface soil is sandy to sandy loam with fairly good water retention. The Groundwater
Lateritescover a smaller portion of traistrict and is mainly found in the southgart of the
district. These are concretionary soils developed mainly from Voltain shale, mudstone and
argillaceous sandstone materials. The texture of the soil is sandy loam which is suitable for
the cultivation of annual food crops such as maize, miletghum, watermelqretc, and



tree crops with long gestation period such as sheanut, dawadawa, ,oetshevihich are of
economic importance.

1.3 Political and Administrative Structure

The North Gonja District Assembly has a total numiife23 assemblynembers comprising

15 elected members, 7 Government appointees, one Member of Parliament, and a District
Chief Executive (DCE). The DCE is the executive head of the district, while the District Co
ordinating Director (Administrative head) and his/her téchin team constitute the
technocrats and advisers of the DCE. The district has 3 Area Councils (Daboya, Lingbinsi
and Mankarigu).lt also has one Parliamentary Constituency, fifteen Electoral Areas and
fifteen Unit Committees. The North Gonja District Asgdy, like any other District
Assembly in Ghandunctions through the Committee System and has in place the following
committees:

1.4 Social Structure

Social structure is the organized pattern of social relationships and social institutions that
togetherconstitute a society. This is the unique and stable arrangement by which institutions

and human beings in a society interact and live together. It can be the way social horms shape

the behaviour of the societal actors within the social system. A satietuse is comprised

of a societybébs domestic economy, soci al oOr ¢
comprising the political institutions as well as social hierarchies

1.4.1 Chieftaincy

The Wasipewura is the overlord of the Wasipe traditiorsaka with Daboya aboth the
traditional and administrative capital. The Wasipe traditional area is one of the five major
divisional areas in the Gonj&ingdom (the other divisional areas are Kpembi, Bole,
Kusawgu and Tulwe) The Waskpaira has 80 subhiefs including Yazoriwura,
Gbengberwura, Munwura, Garimawura who serve a€ouncil of Elders and adge the
overlord. There are alsgueen mothers in the chieftaincy set up such aswBmeche who is
senior to the overlord (Wasipeura), Seywurche, andNyankpaniwurche who help in the
traditional administration of the area.

1.4.2 Languages, culture and ethnicity

The district is predominantly inhabited by the Gonja but there are also the Tampulma,
Mamprusi, Hanga, Dagomba and Fulahine people of thalistrict celebrate a number of
festivals, namely; Damba festival, Jintigi (Fire festival), Eifiati and EidutAdha. The

main religious groups in the district are Islam, Traditional African Religion and Christianity.

1.5 Economy

The North Gonjaistrict is well endowed with rich arable lands and so the major economic
activities include farming, cattle rearing and trading. Major crops cultivated include maize,
millet, groundnutssoya beans, rice and sorghufishing is donen the White Volta River.

The District is also noted foits rich smock weaving in Ghana which serves as a tourist
attraction.There are salt deposits dmetWhite Volta just around theiddrict capital butcan

only be mined during the dry seasdie District has three functional meets at Mankarigu,
Lingbinsi and Tarri which serve as sources of revenue generation for the District Assembly.
The main means of transportation for the people is the use of motor bikes, bicycles and



tractoralongside someommercialvehicles. Thd o u s sites in the district are the Bawena
Range, Kpariya waterfall and the beautiful smock weaving in Daboya.

1.6 Census Methodology, Concepts and Definitions
1.6.1 Introduction

Ghana Statistical Service (GSS) was guided by the principle of internationaaaiiipy

and the need to obtain accurate information in the 2010 Population and Housing Census
(2010 PHC). The Census was, therefore, conducted using all the essential features of a
modern census as contained in the United Nations Principles and Recaatiorendor
countries taking part in the 2010 Round of Population and Housing Censuses.

Experience from previous post independence censuses of Ghana (1960, 1970, 1984 and 2000)
was taken into consideration in developing the methodologies for conducti@g1@ePHC.

The primary objective of the 2010 PHC was to provide information on the number,
distribution and social, economic and demographic characteristics of the population of Ghana
necessary to facilitate the so@oonomic development of the country.

1.6.2 Pre-enumeration activities
Development of census project document and work plans

A large scale statistical operation, such as the 2010 Population and Housing Census required
meticulous planning for its successful implementation. A working groupgh@fGhana
Statistical Service prepared the census project document with the assistance of two
consultants. The document contains the rationale and objectives of the census, census
organization, a work plan as well as a budget. The project document waseduimc
November 2008 as part of the Ghana Statistics Development Plan (GSDP) and reviewed in
November 2009.

Census secretariat and committees

A well-structured management and supervisory framework that outlines the responsibilities
of the various stakehodds is essential for the effective implementation of a population and
housing census. To implement the 2010 PHC, a National Census Secretariat was set up in
January 2008 and comprised professional and technical staff of GSS as well as staff of other
Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs) seconded to GSS. The Census Secretariat was
primarily responsible for the detp-day planning and implementation of the census activities.
The Secretariat had seven units, namely; census administration, cartogeaplyment and
training, publicity and education, field operations and logistics management, data processing,
and data analysis and dissemination.

The Census Secretariat was initially headed by an acting Census Coordinator engaged by the
United Nations Papation Fund (UNFPA) in 2008 to support GSS in the planning of the
Census. In 2009, the Census Secretariat wasganized with the Government Statistician

as the National Chief Census Officer and overall Coordinator, assisted by a Census
Management Tearand a Census Coordinating Team. The Census Management Team had
oversight responsibility for the implementation of the Census. It also had the responsibility of
taking critical decisions on the census in consultation with other national committees. The
Census Coordinating Team, on the other hand, was responsible for thto-diy
implementation of the Census programme.



A number of census committees were also set up at both national andtsural levels to
provide guidance and assistance with respecesource mobilization and technical advice.

At the national level, the committees were the National Census Steering Committee (NCSC),
the National Census Technical Advisory Committee (NCTAC) and the National Census
Publicity and Education Committee (NEE). At the regional and district levels, the
committees were the Regional Census Implementation Committethardistrict Census
Implementation Committee, respectively.

The Regional and District Census Implementation Committees weresetdtral in the
composition. Members of the Committees were mainly from decentralized departments with
the Regional and District Coordinating Directors chairing the Regional Census
Implementation Committee and District Census Implementation Committee, respectively.
The Committees contributed to the planning of district, community and locality level
activities in areas of publicity and field operations. They supported the Regional and District
Census Officers in the recruitment and training of field personnel (enumseratml
supervisors), as well as mobilizing logistical support for the census.

Selection of census topics

The topics selected for the 2010 Population and Housing Census were based on
recommendations contained in the UN Principles and Recommendations @oRa0atd of
Population and Housing Censuses and the African Addendum to that document as well as the
needs of data users. All the core topics recommended at the global level, i.e., geographical
and internal migration characteristics, international migratioousehold characteristics,
demographic and social characteristics such as age, date of birth, sex, and marital status,
fertility and mortality, educational and economic characteristics, issues relating to disability
and housing conditions and amenitiesrgincluded in the census.

Some topics that were not considered core by the UN recommendations but which were
found to be of great interest and importance to Ghana and were, therefore, included in the
2010 PHC are religion, ethnicity, employment sectat place of work, agricultural activity,

as well as housing topics, such as, type of dwelling, materials for outer wall, floor and roof,
tenure/holding arrangement, number of sleeping rooms, cooking fuel, cooking space and
Information Communication Techragy (ICT).

Census mapping

A timely and well implemented census mapping is pivotal to the success of any population
and housing census. Mapping delineates the country into enumeration areas to facilitate
smooth enumeration of the population. The updatinthef2000 Census Enumeration Area
(EA) maps started in the last quarter of 2007 with the acquisition of topographic sheets of all
indices from the Survey and Mapping Division of the Lands Commission. In addition, digital
sheets were also procured for theographical Information System Unit.

The Cartography Unit of the Census Secretariat collaborated with the Survey and Mapping
Division of the Lands Commission and the Centre for Remote Sensing and Geographic
Information Services (CERSGIS) of the Departmenit Geography and Resource
Development, University of Ghana, to determine the viability of migrating from analog to
digital mapping for the 2010 PHC, as recommended in the 2000 PHC Administrative Report.
Field cartographic work started in March 2008 and eaampleted in February 2010.



Development of questionnaire and manuals

For effective data collection, there is the need to design appropriate documents to solicit the
required information from respondents. GSS consulted widely with main data uslees in
process of the questionnaire development. Data users including MDAS, research institutions,
civil society organizations and development partners were given the opportunity to indicate
the type of questions they wanted to be included in the censsisoqumaire.

Documents developed for the census included the questionnaire and manuals, and field
operation document s. The field operation d
Record Book, Supervisords Recor d Tieseadcord and
books served as operational and quality control tools to assist enumerators and supervisors to
control and monitor their field duties respectively.

Pre-tests and trial census

It is internationally recognized that an essential element iguseplanning is the pttesting

of the questionnaire and related instructions. The objective of theegirés to test the
guestionnaire, the definition of its concepts and the instructions for filling out the
guestionnaire.

The census questionnaire was-fested twice in the course of its development. The first pre

test was carried out in March 2009 to find out the suitability of the questions and the
instructions provided. It also tested the adequacy and completeness of the responses and how
respondentsunderstood the questions. The second-tgsé was done in 10 selected
enumeration areas in August, 2009. The objective of the secoitdspwas to examine the
sequence of the questions, test the new questions, such as, date of birth and migration, and
assess how the introduction of d&édate of birt
to questions on fertility, the pitests sought to find out the difference, if any, between proxy
responses and responses by the respondents themselves. Besispveere carried in the
Greater Accra Region. Experience from the-tasts was used to improve the final census
guestionnaire.

A trial census which is a dress rehearsal of all the activities and procedures that are planned
for the main census was dad out in October/November 2009. These included recruitment
and training, distribution of census materials, administration of the questionnaire and other
census forms, enumeration of the various categories of the population (household,
institutional and Ibating population), and data processing. The trial census was held in six
selected districts across the country namely; Saboba (Northern Region), Chereponi (Northern
Region), Sene (Brong Ahafo Region), Bia (Western Region), Awutu Senya (Central Region),
and Osu Klottey SuiMetro (Greater Accra Region). A number of factors were considered in
selecting the trial census districts. These included: administrative boundary issues, ecological
zone, and accessibility, enumeration of floating population/outsleepers, fast growing
areas, institutional population, and enumeration areas with scattered settlements.

The trial census provided GSS with an opportunity to assess its plans and procedures as well
as the state of preparedness for the conduct of the 2010 PFtCcommon errors found
during editing of the completed questionnaires resulted in modifications to the census
guestionnaire, enumerator manuals and other documents. The results of the trial census
assisted GSS to arrive at technically sound decisionth@ndeal number of persons per
guestionnaire, number of persons in the household roster, migration questions, placement of
the mortality question, serial numbering of houses/housing structures and method of
collection of information on community faci@s. Lessons learnt from the trial census also
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guided the planning of the recruitment process, the procedures for training of census field
staff and the publicity and education interventions.

1.6.3 Census aumeration
Method of enumeration and field work

All postindependence censuses (1960, 1970, 1984, and 2000) conducted in Ghana used the
de facto method of enumeration where people are enumerated at where they were on census
night and not where they usually reside. The same method was adopted for tHeHZD10

The de facto count is preferred because it provides a simple and straight forward way of
counting the population since it is based on a physical fact of presence and can hardly be
misinterpreted. It is thought that the method also minimizes the afskaderenumeration

and over enumeration. The canvasser method, which involves trained field personnel visiting
houses and households identified in their respective enumeration areas, was adopted for the
2010 PHC.

The main census enumeration involved ¢havassing of all categories of the population by
trained enumerators, using questionnaires prepared and tested during-éneirpesation

phase. Specific arrangements were made for the coverage of special population groups, such
as the homeless and tleating population. The fieldwork began on 21st September 2010
with the identification of EA boundaries, listing of structures, enumeration of institutional
population and floating population

The week preceding the Census Night was used by field pegkto list houses and other
structures in their enumeration areas. Enumerators were also mobilized to enumerate
residents/inmates of institutions, such as, schools and prisons. They returned to the
institutions during the enumeration period to reconthke information they obtained from
individuals and also to cross out names of those who were absent from the institutions on
Census Night. Outloor sleepers (floating population) were also enumerated on the Census
Night.

Enumeration of the household pdation started on Monday, 9$7September, 2010.
Enumerators visited houses, compounds and structures in their enumeration areas and started
enumerating all households including visitors who spent the Census Night in the households.
Enumeration was carrieout in the order in which houses/structures were listed and where

the members of the household were absent, the enumerator leftbaatadhard indicating

when he/she would come back to enumerate the household. The enumeration process took off
smoothly wth enumerators poised on completing their assignments on schedule since many
of them were teachers and had to return to school. However, many enumerators ran short of
guestionnaires after a few dayso wor k.

Enumeration resumed in all districts when thegjionnaire shortage was resolved and by

17" October, 2010, enumeration was completed in most districts. Enumerators who had
finished their work were mobilized to assist in the enumeration of localities that were yet to
be enumerated in some regional talgi and other fast growing areas. Flooded areas and
other inaccessible localities were also enumerated after the end of the official enumeration
period. Because some enumeration areas in fast growing cities and towns, such as, Accra
Metropolitan Area, Kurasi, Kasoa and Techiman were not properly demarcated and some
were characterized by large EAs, some enumerators were unable to complete their assigned
tasks within the stipulated time.



1.6.4 Post Enumeration Survey

In line with United Nations recommendats, GSS conducted a Post Enumeration Survey
(PES) in April, 2011 to check content and coverage error. The PES was also to serve as an
important tool in providing feedback regarding operational matters such as concepts and
procedures in order to help ingwe future census operations. The PES field work was
carried out for 21 days in April 2011 and was closely monitored and supervised to ensure
guality output.The main findings of the PES were that:

A 97.0 percent of all household residents who were indhatcy on Census Night (26
September, 2010) were enumerated.

A 1.3 percent of the population was erroneously included in the census.

Regionaldifferentials are observed. Upper East region recorded the highest coverage
rate of 98.2 percent while the Voltagion had the lowest coverage rate of 95.7
percent.

A Males (3.3%) were more likely than females (2.8%) to be omitted in the census. The
coverage rate for males was 96.7 percent and the coverage rate for females was 97.2
percent. Also, the coverage rated.(@%o) for those within the 209 and 3639 age
groups are relatively lower compared to the coverage rates of the other age groups.

A There was a high rate of agreement between the 2010 PHC data and the PES data for
sex (98.8%), marital status (94.6%), redaship to head of household (90.5%) and
age (83.0%).

1.6.5 Release and dissemination of results

The provisional results of the census were released in February 2011 and the final results in
May 2012. A National Analytical report, six thematic reports,enslis Atlas, 10 Regional
Reports and a report on Demographic, Social, Economic and Housing were prepared and
disseminated in 2013.

1.6.6 Concepts and definitions
Introduction

The 2010 Population and Housing Census of Ghana followed the essential camzepts
definitions of a modern Population and Housing Census as recommended by the United
Nations (UN). It is important that the concepts, definitions and recommendations are adhered
to since they form the basis upon which Ghana could compare her data atitif tither
countries.

The concepts and definitions in this report cover all sections of the 2010 Population and
Housing Census questionnaires (PHC1A and PHCI1B). The sections were: geographical
location of the population, Household and Nwusehold popation, Literacy and
Education, Emigration, Demographic and Economic Characteristics, Disability, Information
Communication Technology (ICT), Fertility, Mortality, Agricultural Activity and Housing
Conditions.

The concepts and definitions are provided tolitate understanding and use of the data
presented in this report. Users are therefore advised to use the results of the census within the
context of these concepts and definitions.



Region

There were ten (10) administrative regions in Ghana duringdth@ Ropulation and Housing
Census as they were in 1984 and 2000.

District

In 1988, Ghana changed from the local authority system of administratitve tDistrict
assembly system. In that year, the then existing 140 local authorities were demaroated int
110 districts. In 2004, 28 new districts were created; this increased the number of districts in
the country to 138. In 2008, 32 additional districts were created bringing the total number of
districts to 170. The 2010 Population and Housing Census waducted in these 170
administrative districts (these are mage of 164 districts/municipals and 6 metropolitan
areas). In 2012, 46 new districts were created to bring the total number of districts to 216.
There was urgent need for data for the 46 newdated districts for planning and decision
making. To meet this demand, the 2010 Census data wasgemmed into 216 districts

after carrying out additional fieldwork and consultations with stakeholdetiseirDistrict
affected by the creation of timew districts.

Locality

A locality was defined as a distinct population cluster (also designated as inhabited place,
populated centre, settlement) which has a NAME or LOCALLY RECOGNISED STATUS. It
included fishing hamlets, mining camps, ranches, farmskehtowns, villages, towns, cities

and many other types of population clusters, which meet the above criteria. There were two
main types of localities, rural and urban. As in previous censuses, the classification of
| ocal i ties | nt asbasedobh popuiation sizd. Lazalities vatth 55000n0r more
persons were classified as urban while localities with less than 5,000 persons were classified
as rural.

Population

The 2010 Census was a fAde factoo cdiwmnt and
nationality, was enumerated at the place where he/she spent the midnight of 26th September
2010.

Household

A household was defined as a person or a group of persons, who lived together in the same
house or compound and shared the same Hmeging arrangements. In general, a
household consisted of a man, his wife, children and some other relatives or a house help who
may be living with them. However, it is important to remember that members of a household
are not necessarily related (by bloodnoarriage) because naoalatives (e.g. house helps)

may form part of a household.

Head of household

The household head was defined as a male or female member of the household recognised as
such by the other household members. The head of househelteislly the person who has
economic and social responsibility for the household. All relationships are defined with
reference to the head.

Household and norhousehold population

Household population comprised of all persons who spent the census nighbusehold
setting. All persons who did not spend the census night in a household setting (except
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otherwise stated) were classified as 4#mousehold population. Persons who spent census
night in any of the under listed institutions and locations wereifiabss norhousehold
population:

(a) Educational Institutions

( b) Children's and Ol d Peoplebds Homes
(c) Hospitals and Healing Centres

(d) Hotels

(e) Prisons

(f) Service Barracks

(g) Soldiers on field exercise

(h) Floating Population: TheHlowing are examples of persons in this category:

i.  All persons who slept in lorry parks, markets, in front of stores and offices, public
bathrooms, petrol filling stations, railway stations, verandas, pavements, and all
such places which are not housesanpounds.

ii.  Hunting and fishing camps.
iii. Beggars and vagrants (mentally sick or otherwise).

Age

The age of every person was recorded in completed years disregarding fractions of days and
months. For those persons who did not know their birthdays, theesatomestimated their
ages using a list of district, regional and national historical events.

Nationality

Nationality is defined as the country to which a person belongs. A distinction is made
between Ghanaians and other nationals. Ghanaian nationajsoaped into Ghanaian by
birth, Ghanaian with dual nationality and Ghanaian by naturalization. Other nationals are
grouped into ECOWAS nationals, Africans other than ECOWAS nationals, and non
Africans.

Ethnicity

Ethnicity refers to the ethnic group thaparson belonged to. This information is collected
only from Ghanaians by birth and Ghanaians with dual nationality. The classification of
ethnic groups in Ghana is that officially provided by the Bureau of Ghana Languages and
which has been in use since th960 census.

Birthplace

The birthplace of a person refers to the locality of usual residence of the mother at the time of
birth. If after delivery a mother stayed outside her locality of usual residence for six months
or more or had the intention of sitag in the new place for six or more months, then the
actual town/village of physical birth becomes the birthplace of the child.
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Duration of residence

Duration of residence refers to the number of years a person has lived in a particular place.
This quesion is only asked of persons not born in the place where enumeration took place.
Breaks in duration of residence lasting less than 12 months are disregarded. The duration of
residence of persons who made multiple movements of one (1) year or more isch&sb

the number of years lived in the locality (town or village) since the last movement.

Religion
Rel i gion refers to t he i ndividual 0s religi
irrespective of the r el i gisospouse brthe haee df thet s e h o

person. No attempt was made to find out if respondents actually practiced the faith they
professed.

Marital status

Marital status refers to the respondentds m
marital status waasked only of persons 12 years and older. The selection of the age limit of

12 years was based on the average age at menarche and also on the practice in some parts of
the country where girls as young as 12 years old could be given in marriage.

Literacy

The question on literacy referred to the respondent's ability to read and write in any language.
A person was considered literate if he/she could read and write a simple statement with
understanding. The question on literacy was asked only of personsrd agdavlder.

Education

School Attendance

Data was collected on school attendance for all persons three (3) years and older. School
attendance refers to whether a person has ever attended, was currently attending or has never
attended school. In the cessuschool meant an educational institution where a person
received at least four hours of formal education.

Although the lower age limit of formal education is six years for primary one, eligibility for
the school attendance question was lowered to feaes because peehool education has
become an important phenomenon in the country.

Level of Education

Level of education refers to the highest level of formal school that a person ever attended or
was attending. This information was obtained for perS8oyears and older.

Activity status

Activity status refers to economic or resonomic activity of respondents during the 7 days
preceding census night. Information on type of activity was collected on persons 5 years and
older. A person was regarded asmamically active if he/she:

a. Worked for pay or profit or family gain for at least 1 hour within the 7 days preceding
Census Night. This included persons who were in paid employment or self
employmenbr contributing family workers

b. Did notwork, but hadobs to return to
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c. Were unemployed.

The economically not active were persons who did not work and were not seeking for work.
They were classified by reasons for not being economically active. Economically not active
persons included homemakers, studemred persons, the disabled and persons who were
unable to work due to their age orhikalth.

Occupation

This referred to the type of work the person was engaged in at the establishment where he/she
worked. This was asked only of persons 5 yearsadaer who worked 7 days before the
census night, and those who did not work but had a job to return to as well as those
unemployed who had worked before. All persons who worked during the 7 days before the
census night were classified by the kind of wdréyt were engaged in. The emphasis was on

the work the person did during the reference period and not what he/she was trained to do.
For those who did not work but had a job to return to, their occupation was the job they
would go back to after the period absence. Also, for persons who had worked before and
were seeking for work and available for work, their occupation was on the last work they did
before becoming unemployed. If a person was engaged in more than one occupigtibe, on
main one was corgered.

Industry

l ndustry referred to the type of product pro
place. Information was collected only on the main product produced or service rendered in
the establishment during the reference period.

Employment gatus

Employment status refers to the status of a person in the establishment where he/she currently
works or previously worked. Eight employment status categories were provided: employee,
selfemployed without employees, selnployed with employees,casual worker,
contributing family worker, apprentice, domestic employee (house help). Persons who could
not be classified under any of the above cat

Employment sector

This refers to the sector in which a person workdde employment sectors covered in the
census were public, private formal, private informal, spufilic/parastatal, NGOs and
international organizations.

Disability

Persons with disability were defined as those who were unable to or were restricted in the
performance of specific tasks/activities due to loss of function of some part of the body as a
result of impairment or malformation. Information was collected on persons with visual/sight

impairment, hearing impairment, mental retardation, emotional avimiral disorders and
other physical challenges.

Information Communication Technology (ICT)

ICT questions were asked for both individuals and households. Persons having mobile
phones refer to respondents 12 years and older who owned mobile phones{ivespehe

number of mobile phones owned by each person). Persons using internet facility refers to
those who had access to internet facility at home, internet cafe, on mobile phone or other
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mobile device. Internet access is assumed to be not only mputer, but also by mobile
phones, PDA, game machine and digital television.

Households having Personal Computers/Laptops refer to households who own
desktops/laptop computers. The fixed telephone line refers to a telephone line connecting a
c u st o erminab equipment (e.g. telephone set, facsimile machine) to the public switch
telephone network.

Fertility

Two types of fertility data were collected: lifetime fertility and current fertility. Lifetime
fertility refers to the total number of live birtlisat females 12 years and older had ever had
during their life time. Current fertility refers to the number of live births that femalést12
years old had in the 12 months preceding the Census Night.

Mortality

Mortality refers to all deaths that occudtran the household during the 12 months preceding
the Census Night. The report presents information on deaths due to accidents, violence,
homicide and suicide. In addition, data were collected on pregmalatgd deaths of
females 154 years.

Agricult ure

The census sought information on household members who are engaged in agricultural
activities, including the cultivation of crops or tree planting, rearing of livestock or breeding
of fish for sale or family consumption. Information was also colleotetheir farms, types of

crops and number and type of livestock.

Housing conditions and &cilities

The UN recommended definition of a house as
of abode such that a person or group of persons can isolate esyfsem the hazards of
climate such as storms and the sundd was ad
of shelter used as living quarters, such as separate housesdesachied houses,
flats/apartments, compound houses, huts, tents, kensék containers.

Living quarters or dwelling units refer to a specific area or space occupied by a particular
household and therefore need not necessarily be the same as the house of which the dwelling
unit may be a part.

Information collected on housingonditions included the type of dwelling unit, main
construction materials for walls, floor and roof, holding/tenure arrangement, ownership type,
type of lighting, source of water supply and toilet facilities. Data was also collected on
method of disposaif solid and liquid waste.

1.7 Organization of Report

The report is organized into nine (9) chapters. Chapter discusses the profile of North
Gonja District (NGD). This encompasses physical features, political administration, social
and cultural strucire, economy, organization thfereport and concepts and definitions.

ChapterTwo considers the demographic characteristics obik#ict such as population size
and distribution ChapterThree explains the social characteristics which include holtseho
size, household composition and headship. Chapteur looks at the economic
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characteristics of théistrict such as occupation, industry, and employment status and
employment sector.

ChapterFive presents distribution of informatipnommunication andechnology (ICT) in
the District. ChapterSix also discusses disability in ti@strict. The seventh chapter covers
agricultural activities suchs typeof farming and households in agriculture.

Housing conditions in thBistrict arediscussed itChapterEight andChapterNine considers
the findings and conclusions drawn from the preceding chapters.
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CHAPTER TWO
DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

2.1 Introduction

Generally a countryos p 0 p u-$ea tcampasitions hag éroadch radginga g e
consequences ffoa number of soci@ c o n o mi ¢ i ndi cator s. The ct
population are mainly through fertility, mortality and migration, which to a large extent, are
influenced by agsex composition. The 2010 PopulatiemdHousing Census (PHC), like all

other previouscensuses undertaken in the country, was afdd®" count of each person

present in Ghana irrespective of nationality.

Population size, age and sex composition/distribution of every society have varied
implications for development planning $uas health, education, transportation and overall
welfare of the people. The objective of this chapter is to analyze the size, composition, and
age and sex structure of the population of North GDig#rict as captured by the 2010 PHC.

2.2 Population Sze andDistribution

Table 2.1 shows the age and sex composition/distribution of the population in North Gonja
District. The 2010 PHC indicates that tbestrict has a total population @3,547made up

of 49.6 percent maleand50.4 percent females. Owif the total population, a majority of the
population, i.e. 37,037 (85.1%) residgin the rural areas with the remainifg10 (14.9%) in

the urban areas.

2.3 Age-Sex Structure, Sex Ratio and Population Pyramid

Age and sex structure of a population atelcharacteristics of a population which influence
many demographic issues. Understanding the age and sex structure of a population yields
insights into the dynamics of the population composition and highlights oneommmmic
challenges

2.3.1 Age-sexstructure

Table further shows thatmale children age -@ years represerit8.6 percentwhile their
female counterpartmake upl7.6 percent. This implies that there are more males at birth
than femalesAs the age increases, female populations tend tardwenfrom 2639 years
whilst the reverse is true between agesa#d 79 yearsfor the males. Thipatternis,
however, contrary to expectatiobecause in general females tend to live longer than their
male counterparts. The number of peopWhin age goup 1564 years is 21,041
representing 48.0 percent males and 52.0 percent females. The age grougl€&nasle up

of 50.9 percent males and 49.1 percent females.
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Table 2.1: Population by age, sex and type of locality

Age Both Sexes Male Female

Group Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent Sex Ratio
All Ages 43,547 100.0 21,592 100.0 21,955 100.0 98.30
071 4 7,884 18.1 4,014 18.6 3,870 17.6 104.00
519 7,359 16.9 3,714 17.2 3,645 16.6 102.00
107 14 5,624 12.9 2,935 136 2,689 12.2 109.00
157 19 4,922 11.3 2,613 12.1 2,309 10.5 113.00
2071 24 3,700 8.5 1,701 7.9 1,999 9.1 85.10
251 29 2,989 6.9 1,233 5.7 1,756 8.0 70.20
3071 34 2,336 5.4 977 4.5 1,359 6.2 71.90
351 39 2,025 4.7 895 4.1 1,130 51 79.20
407 44 1,603 3.7 809 3.7 794 3.6 102.00
457 49 1,227 2.8 639 3.0 588 2.7 109.00
5071 54 1,079 25 593 2.7 486 2.2 122.00
551 59 494 1.1 277 1.3 217 1.0 128.00
601 64 666 15 358 1.7 308 1.4 116.00
651 69 351 0.8 199 0.9 152 0.7 13100
701 74 538 1.2 272 1.3 266 1.2 102.00
751 79 231 0.5 120 0.6 111 0.5 108.00
8071 84 265 0.6 126 0.6 139 0.6 90.60
85+ 0 0.0 117 0.5 0 0.0 88.40

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census

2.3.1 Sexratio

Sex @tio is the ratio of males to females in a given population, usually expressed as the
number of males for every 100 females. Thstrict has a sex ratio of 98.3. This implies that

for every 100 females, there are 98 maldsge group & years has a seatro of 103.7

which conforms with théiological expectation of more males than females at biAk.the

Table indicatesagegroup 6569 has the highest sex ratio of 130.9 whilst age group925
recorded the least sex ratio of 70.2. For the 2010 Populand Housing Census, the
expected pattern of steady decline in the sex ratios is not witnessed isthet but

fluctuates throughout the various age groups.

2.3.2 Agedependency ratio

Dependency
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R dHanelboak Bth EditidhuDat énurébke 2.2 shows thahe
District has a general dependency ratiol6%. Males registea highe dependency ratio of
113.9 compared to 100.6 folemales. In terms of locality, the rural areawvéha highe
dependency ratio of 108.5 as against 98.5 in the urban adgiak, may bedue tothe higher
fertility recorded in the rutareas compared to the urban localities in the country
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Table 2.2: Age dependencyatio by sex and locality

Both Sexes Male Female
Age group Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Urban Rural
All Ages 43,547 100.0 21,592 49.6 21,%5 50.4 6,510 37,037
0-14 20,867 100.0 10,663 51.1 10,204 48.9 2,952 17,915
1564 21,041 100.0 10,095 48.0 10,946 52.0 3,280 17,761
65+ 1,639 100.0 834 50.9 805 49.1 278 1,361
Age-dependency ratio 107.0 113.9 100.6 98.5 1085
Child dependency ratio 99.2 105.6 93.2 90.0 100.9
Old age dependency ratio 7.8 8.3 7.4 8.5 7.7

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census

2.3.3 Population pyramid

A population pyramid is a graphical represetatof the population byage and sex. Figure
2.1 is a population pyramid of North Gonfastrict in 2010 based on the 201BHC. It
depictsNorth GonjaDistrict as having a youthful population structure with a broad hase
consisting of large numbers of chioh and a conical top of a small number of elderly
persons. It is important to note that the population withesses decreasing numbers with each
advancing age as in ages 0 to 59 years. The nuntitmevever fluctuate from 59 to 69 years
and assumao differancebetween males and females thereafiers also worthy of note that
among thepopulation less than 20 yearthe male populatiorout-numbersthe female
population. However, the reverse is the caghin ages20 to 44 years. This may be due to
high levels ofoutmigration of the male populatiowithin these agedrom the District to
otherDistricts in the region or to other regions for educational or econasnns

Figure 2.1: Population pyramid

Age
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65-69
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40-44
35-39
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6,000 4,000 2,000 0 2,000 4,000 6,000
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Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Popatesind Housing Census
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2.4  Fertility, Mortality and Migration

Fertility, mortality and migration are factors that influence population growth at a particular
point in time. Data on these three components are critical for planning the overall socio
economec development of th®istrict. The interactions of these components determine the
size and structure of population. While fertility causes an increase in the size of the
population through births, mortality on the other hand leads to a reduction in¢hef $ihe
population through deaths. However, unlike fertility and mortality, migration affects the
population size and structuretwo areasthe area of irmigration as well as the area of out
migration.

2.4.1 Fertility

Fertility is directly determing by a number of factors that, in turn, are affected by many
social, cultural, economic, health, and other environmental facibrsrefore, the actual
reproductive performance of an individual, a couple, a group, or a population is referred to as
fertility. This is different from general fertility rate which is the number of live births per
1,000 women agkl5-49 years in a given year.

Table2.3 reveals thatthe North Gonjaistrict has 9,935 women within the age group4tb
years with number of live bins in the last 12 months preceding the 2@dpulation and
Housing Census being 1,349 children. The TFR is the average number of children that would
be born to a woman by the time she ®nobdildbearing if she were to pass through all her
childbearing yearsonforming to the agepecific fertility rates of a given yeai he District

has a TFR of 5.3 which is the highest in Mathern RegionandGFR of 135.8 in the region
which also the highest in the regidrhis implies that there are 135.8 births p&0D, women
agel 1549 in theDistrict and ishigher than the regional average of 102. Birth rate is the
number of live births per 1,000 people in a given year. CBRawever, computed for the
whole population. The North GonJaistrict has a CBR of 31.1 wth is the highest in the
regionas welland higher than the regional average CBR of 24
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Table 23: Reportedtotal fertility rate, general fertility rate and crude birth r ate

Number of Number

women  of births Total General Crude

1549 inlast 12 Fertility Fertility  Birth

District Population years  months Rate Rate Rate
All Districts 2,479,461 582,897 59,391 3.54 101.9 24
Bole 61,593 14,471 1,663 3.8 114.9 27
SawlaTunaKalba 99,863 22,207 2,230 3.6 1004 223
West Gonja 41,180 9,806 924 3.3 942 224
Gonja Central 87,877 20,555 2,086 3.6 1015 237
East Gonja 135,450 31,216 3,071 3.6 98.4 227
Kpandai 108,816 24,066 2,959 4.3 123 272
Nanumba South 93,464 21,210 2,542 4.2 119.8 27.2
Nanumba North 141,584 32,246 3,143 3.4 975 222
Zabzugu 63,815 15,591 1,016 2.4 65.2 15.9
Yendi Municipal 117,780 27,686 2,355 3 85.1 20
Tamale Metropolis 223,252 59,341 4,743 2.8 799 21.2
Tolon 72,990 17,028 1,585 3.2 93.1 217
SaveluguNanton 139,283 33,942 4,300 4.3 126.7 30.9
Karaga 77,706 18,666 1,621 2.9 86.8 20.9
Gushiegu 111,259 26,349 2,868 3.7 108.8 25.8
Saboba 65,706 14,519 1,871 4.2 1289 285
Chereponi 53,394 11,652 1,495 4.3 128.3 28
BunkpuruguYonyo 122,591 26,725 2,893 3.8 108.3 23.6
Mamprusi East 121,009 27,145 2,785 36 102.6 23
Mamprusi West 121,117 27,528 3,080 3.8 1119 254
North Gonja 43,547 9,935 1,349 5.3 135.8 31
Kumbumgu 39,341 8,851 920 3.6 103.9 234
Sagnerigu Municipal 148,099 38,548 3,579 3.3 928 24.2
Mion 81,812 18,812 1,935 3.4 1029 237
Tatde 60,039 14,108 1,307 3.5 926 218
Mamprugu Moagduri 46,894 10,694 1,071 3.4 100.1 22.8

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census

Table 24 indicates tle total female populatioh2 years and oldef the North GonjaDistrict
as 13,214 with 32,988hildren ever borncomprisng of 17,229 males and 15,759 females.
Out of this number, 28,026 are survivimade up ofl4,564 malsand 13,462 femate

The data from Table 2.3 also show thattotal of 374 children were reportezibe ever born

to femalesof agesl2-14 and 1519 yearsrepresenting 1.1 percent of all children ever born in
the District. Generally,there are morenale childrenever born and surviving thaiemale
children in theDistrict in all the age groups exceftte 12-14 yeargroup. The differences in
the number of children ever born and children survildggage group explain the pattern of
mortality among the population.

The survival rate in th®istricti s 85. 0 percent with maénesd su
compared tdB5.4 percenamong the femaledt is also shown that survival rate of children

born to mothers less than 15 years is the lowest (77.8%). The comparison by sex indicates
that the male children in these ages suffer from a higher mortahtpared to their female
counterparts as is demonstrated by the relatively lower survival rate for the males as opposed

to the femals. This can be attributed to the fact that females withisl43/ears arevery

young andphysically not maturedenoughfor child bearing thereby exposing their infants

and themselves to a higher risk of dying compared to twibken the age group 239 years
whohave the highest childbés survival rate of
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Table 24: Female population 12 years and older by agehildren ever born, children
surviving and sex of child

Children Ever Born Children Surviving and Survival rate
Number Survival Rate
of Both Both Both
Age Females sexes Male Female sexes Male Female sexes Male Female
All ages 13,214 32,988 17,229 15,759 28,026 14,564 13,462 85.0 845 854
12-14 1,463 9 3 6 7 2 5 77.8 66.7 83.3
15-19 2,309 365 169 196 319 148 171 874 87.6 87.2
20-24 1,999 2,208 1,146 1,062 1,953 1,001 952 885 87.3 89.6
25-29 1,756 3,869 2,033 1,836 3,481 1,796 1,685 90.0 88.3 91.8
30-34 1,359 4,739 2,430 2,309 4,203 2,151 2,052 88.7 885 88.9
35-39 1,130 5,062 2,646 2,416 4,500 2,352 2,148 88.9 88.9 88.9
40- 44 794 4,004 2,038 1,%6 3,384 1,755 1,629 845 86.1 82.9
45-49 588 3,203 1,688 1,515 2,616 1,362 1,254 81.7 80.7 82.8
50-54 486 2,513 1,343 1,170 2,029 1,067 962 80.7 79.4 82.2
55-59 217 1,186 627 559 938 497 441 79.1 79.3 78.9
60 + 1,113 5,830 3,106 2,724 4596 2,433 2,163 78.8 78.3 79.4

Source: Ghana statistical Service, @®opulation and Housing Census
2.4.2 Mortality

Data on mortality provide an indication of the health status of the population as well as
measure of the living conditis of the people. It also provides information on the potential
growth of the population in the future. Several interventions over the years, including
enhancing access to quality health care services, improving food security and improving
environmental coditions, among others have been done by government and development
agencies to reduce the prevailing high levels of mortality. Mortality during the 2010 PHC
took into consideration crude death rates and age specific death rate NlortheGonja
district.

Alternatively, mortality refers to the incidence of death or the number of deaths in a
population. Mortality Rates are generally expressed as the number of deaths per 1000
individuals per year

Deathin the households

Table 25 shows that in 2010, the Kbern Region recorded a total of 14,715 household
deaths with a crude death rate of pe® 1,000 populatiariThe North Gonjdistrict recorded
247 household deaths and a crude death rate oWhichis slightly lower than the regional
average.
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Table 25: Total population, deaths in households and crude death rate

by district

Total Deaths in Crude
District Population households death rate
All Districts 2,479,461 14,715 5.9
Bole 61,593 450 7.3
SawlaTunaKalba 99,863 722 7.2
West Gonja 41,180 197 4.8
Gonja Central 87,877 334 3.8
East Gonja 135,450 761 5.6
Kpandai 108,816 554 5.1
Nanumba South 93,464 542 5.8
Nanumba North 141,584 653 4.6
Zabzugu 63,815 196 3.1
Yendi Municipal 117,780 737 6.3
Tamale Metropolis 223,252 1,257 5.6
Tolon 72,990 502 6.9
SaveluguNanton 139,283 1,413 10.1
Karaga 77,706 501 6.4
Gushiegu 111,259 744 6.7
Saboba 65,706 235 3.6
Chereponi 53,394 288 5.4
BunkpuruguYonyo 122,591 575 4.7
Mamprusi East 121,009 619 51
Mamprusi West 121,117 955 79
North Gonja 43,547 247 5.7
Kumbumgu 39,341 343 8.7
Sagnerigu Municipal 148,099 847 5.7
Mion 81,812 556 6.8
Tatale 60,039 210 3.5
Mamprugu Moagduri 46,894 277 5.9

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census
Age-specific death rate by sex

Death rates are calculated for specific age groups in order to compare mortality at different
ages or at the same age over time. Thesageific death rate is computed as a ratio of deaths

of people in a specified aggroup. The results, presented inFigure 2.2 show that the
neonatal death rate among both males and females is higtheitiales recording a higher

death rate than their female counterpastsept at ages 154 and 3539 where it is higher
among the females than the mal&kis could be the effect of maternal mortality, which
women within these age groups are likely to suffer frdvige-specific death rate for either
males or females declines up to agel®years and thereafter fluctuates. The variation in
mortality betweerthe sexes is, however, more visible at age 40 years and above where the
males exhibit a much higher mortality compared with their female counterparts.
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Figure 2.2: Age specific death rate by sex
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Distribution on causes of death

Table 26 presents information on the causes of death in North GDigict, Northern

Region and Ghana as a whole. Data collected on causes of death during the 2010 Population
and Housing Censusre grouped into two different categoriesdeatls caused by
accident/violence/homicide/suicide and all other causes on one Tlaaedable shows that
accidents/violence/homicide/suicide accounte86 and 211 for all other cause of deaths

the North Gonjalistrict.
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Table 26: Causes of deaths in households

Death due to

Accident/ violence/ All other

RegioriDistrict Total deaths homicide /suicide  causes
Northern 14,715 1,434 13,281
Bole 450 29 421
SawlaTunaKalba 722 65 657
West Gonja 197 21 176
Gonja Central 334 44 290
East Gonja 761 77 684
Kpandai 554 124 430
Nanumba South 542 49 493
Nanumba North 653 62 591
Zabzugu 196 25 171
Yendi Municipal 738 97 641
Tamale Metropolis 1,257 119 1,138
Tamale South 384 31 353
Tamale Central 873 88 785
Tolon 503 33 470
Savelugu Nanton 1,413 139 1,274
Karaga 501 67 434
Gushiegu 744 31 713
Sabda 235 23 212
Chereponi 288 25 263
Bunkpurugu Yonyo 575 62 513
Mamprusi East 619 59 560
Mamprusi West 955 74 881
North Gonja 247 36 211
Kumbumgu 342 14 328
Sagnerigu Municipal 847 62 785
Mion 555 52 503
Tatale 210 28 182
Mamprugu Moagduri 277 17 260

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and HoGsimgus

2.4.5 Migration

Migration is the spatial movement of people across a specified boundasulting in
permanent or sengermanentchange ofresidence. Along with fertility and mortality,

mi grati on
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Table 27 indicates that théistrict has a total migrant population of 2,566t of which
1,426 were born elsewhere inhe Northern Region where theDistrict is located Of the
migrants who werdorn elsewhere in the region, 28.9 percent of the people have lived at

their places of enumeratidar 1-4 years and 15.6 percent 0 years or more.

Table 27 also indicates tit Upper East Regiorl44) is the major sourcef migrants born
elsewheren North GonjaDistrict at the time of the 2010 PHC whiWestern Region (W/R)
recorced the least number ahesemigrants. With regard tonigrants bornoutside Ghana,
689 persons arrecordednd out of this number, 38.6 percent reports of duration of residence

in theDistrict between one and four years and 10.2 perceBOfgears andbove
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Table 2.7: Birthplace by duration of residence of migrants

Duration of residencé)

Less
than 1 1-4 59 1019 20+
Birthplace Number Percent year years years years years
Total 2,576 100.0 18.3 28.9 18.8 184 15.6

Born elsewhere in the region 1,426 55.4 23.3 254 172 17.1 17.0
Born elsewhere in another

region:

Western 2 0.1 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Central 17 1.2 82.3 5.9 11.8 0.0 0.0
Greater Accra 7 0.5 14.2 28.6 0.0 143 42.9
Volta 71 5.0 85 40.8 1.4 2.8 46.5
Eastern 13 0.9 69.2 0.0 7.7 231 0.0
Ashanti 67 4.7 31.4 209 13.4 17.9 16.4
Brong Ahafo 29 2.0 13.8 27.6 27.6 17.2 13.8
Northern -

Upper East 144 10.1 242 14.6 18.8 29.9 12.5
Upper west 111 7.8 18.0 36.0 10.8 17.1 18.1
Outside Ghana 689 48.3 42 38.6 26.1 20.9 10.2

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, @®opulation and Housing Census
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CHAPTER THREE
SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS

3.1 Introduction

There are two major types of family ties that inform household formation. These are the nuclear
and extended family systems. The nuclear family is made up of the father, mother and children
(adopted and/or biological). The extended family consists of the nuclear famélgle up of
parents, siblings and other relatives (Nukunya, 2003). The relationship becomes more complex
when marital ties of all these relations, both matrilineal and patrilinea taken into
consideration.

The basic objective of this chapter is to analyze household size, composition, structure and
headships using data from the 2010 Population and Housing Census.

3.2 HouseholdSize,Composition, andStruct ure

In the 2010 Poguat i on and Housing Census, a househol d
persons, who live together in the same house or compound, share the samkeépinge
arrangements and recognize one person as the
2010: 26). A househo]dherefore may consist of a man, his wife, children, distant relatives, or a
housekeeper living with them. Visitors who spent the census night with the household were also
enumerated as members of the household, as individualssweneerated with respect to where

they spent the census night, i.e., Midnight of 26th September, 2010.

3.2.1 Household Size

Household size refers to the total number of persons in a household irrespective of age, sex,

or residential status. Householdrf@tion and distribution can form the basis for planning

for economic and social services needed by the population. The demand for housing units, for
instance, will have to be based on location and distribution of size of households. The
distribution of haiseholds by urbarural in each region also provides a useful information on

how urbanized or O6ruralizedd a region is bec

Table 3.1 shows that there a#€793 households in th@®istrict comprising 730 (15.246)
households in tharban locality and4,063 (84.8%) households in the rural localities. The
average household size in thegaluareas is 9.Jersons compared witB.9 persons per
household in urban areas in 2010.

Table 3.1: Household size by locality of residence

Total District
Categories country Region Total Urban Rural
Total household population 24,076,327 2,445,061 42,972 6,308 36,664
Number of households 5,467,054 318,119 4,793 730 4,063
Average households per houst 1.6 1.2 1.4 15 1.4
Average hogehold size 4.5 7.8 9.1 8.9 9.1

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census
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3.2.1 Householdcomposition

Householdcompositionrefers to the patterns of relationships between the head of household and
other members of the hsehold.Table 32 shows that the total population in households of the
District is 42,972 comprising 49.6 percent males and 50.4 percent females. The population of
household heads is 4,793 with 20p@&rcentmale headsand 1.8 percent female headsThe
conposition of children (sons and daughters) in households is 23;@frprising 59.6 percent
males and 50.percent femalesan indicaion that there are more male children than female
children in the householdsh&re arel69 adopted/foster children in tilgstrict, comprising 0.4
percent males and Opércent females.

Table 32: Household population by composition and sex

Total Male Female
Household composition Number Percent  Number Percent Number Percent
Total 42,972 100.0 21,306 100.0 21,666 100.0
Head 4,793 11.2 4,396 20.6 397 1.8
Spouse (wife/husband) 4,079 9.5 99 0.5 3,980 18.4
Child (son/daughter) 23,717 55.2 12,688 59.6 11,029 50.9
Parent/Parent #aw 497 1.2 63 0.3 434 2.0
Son/Daughter ilaw 350 0.8 24 0.1 326 15
Grandclid 2,356 55 1,218 5.7 1,138 5.3
Brother/Sister 2,013 4.7 1,256 5.9 757 3.5
Step child 480 1.1 241 1.1 239 11
Adopted/Foster child 169 0.4 78 0.4 91 0.4
Other relative 4,382 10.2 1,181 55 3,201 14.8
Non-relative 136 0.3 62 0.3 74 0.3

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census

3.2.2 Householdstructure

Table 33 illustrates that 31,56873.5%)of the total household population (42,972) of North
GonjaDistrict live in extended family households with malesresenting72.4 percent and
females accounting fof45 percent. The nuclear family households have a total population
of 11,404 peopleaccountingfor 27.6 percent made up a27.6 percentmales and25.5
percent femalesNuclear lusehold with heads spous and children constitute the largest
with 88.3 percentThere isanequal proportion of males and females amangle parents in
nuclear family household40% each). @ the other handingle parents in extended family
householdsepresen8 percentmalesand8.7 percentfemales.
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Table 33: Household population by structure and sex

Total Male Female

Household structure Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Total 42,972 100.0 21,306 100.0 21,666 100.0
Nuclear family 11,404 26.5 5,872 27.6 5,532 25.5
Head only 54 0.5 38 0.6 16 0.3
Head and a spouse only 96 0.8 48 0.8 48 0.9
Nuclear (Head spouse(s) children) 10,074 88.3 5,196 88.5 4,878 88.2
Single parent Nuclear 1,180 10.3 590 10.0 590 10.7
Extended family 31,568 73.5 15434 72.4 16,134 74.5
Extended (Head spouse(s) children 26,580 842 13,042 845 13538  83.9
Head's relatives)

Extended + non relatives 901 2.9 445 2.9 456 2.8
Head spouse(s) and other compositic 444 1.4 232 15 212 1.3
Single parent Extended 2,638 8.4 1,242 8.0 1,396 8.7
Single parent Extended + non relativi 330 1.0 152 1.0 178 1.1
Head and other composition but no 675 51 321 51 354 29
spouse

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census

3.3 Marital Status

Figure 3.1presents the distributioof persons 12 years and older by marital status in North
GonjaDistrict. It can beobservedrom the Fgure that more than half (54%) of persons 12

years and older are married wh#@ percent is never married. On thiher handpersons in
informal/consensual union/living together and those separated are the leastDisttiog

(one perceneach) The high percentage of married people compared to those separated and
divorced can be attributed to the religious anlducal inclination of theDistrict which does

not encourage divorce and promiscuity.

Figure 3.1 Marital status
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Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census
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3.2.1 Marital status, age and sex

Table 34 shows that8.5 percent of personsf age 1214 yearsaremarried in North Gonja
District. This shows that married is quite early in District and falls far below the legal age
at marriage in Ghanavhich is 18 yearsAgain, within theage group 189, 14.4 percent are
married, which further indicates how early marriage is in ihstrict. As expected, a higher
proportion of persons at age 50 years and almreewvidowed compared to persons of
younger ages.

Males record a higher proportion of never marneatsons(46.9%) compared tadfemales
(31.8%). As shownin the Table59.1percent of the females compared to itiedes (49.9%)
aremarried Again, the proportion of femalehat isdivorced or widowed is higher than that
among themalesparticularly at older age3his dearly shows that renarriage rates among
themale populatiorarehigher compared to their female counterparts.

Table 34: Persons 12 years and older by sex, ageoup and marital status

Informal/

Consensua
Sex/Age Never unionLiving
group Number Total married together Married Separatec Divorced Widowed
Both Sexes
Total 25,790 100.0 39.2 0.9 54.6 0.9 0.8 3.6
127 14 3,110 100.0 91.0 0.5 8.5 0.0 0.0 0.0
15-19 4,922 100.0 83.9 1.3 14.4 0.2 0.1 0.1
20-24 3,700 100.0 50.9 2.1 45.2 0.8 05 0.4
25-29 2,989 100.0 24.6 1.1 72.0 13 0.5 0.5
30- 34 2,336 100.0 8.4 0.9 86.7 2.4 0.9 0.7
35-39 2,025 100.0 4.6 0.3 91.3 0.9 1.2 1.6
40- 44 1,603 100.0 2.7 0.4 90.1 1.6 1.4 3.9
45-49 1,227 100.0 2.0 0.1 89.2 1.6 1.7 5.4
50- 54 1,0 100.0 1.9 0.3 86.6 15 1.0 8.8
55-59 494 100.0 1.6 0.6 78.7 0.6 3.8 14.6
60- 64 666 100.0 5.3 0.2 77.9 1.2 2.4 13.1
65+ 1,639 100.0 6.1 0.2 63.0 0.7 1.6 28.3
Male
Total 12,576 100.0 46.9 0.8 49.9 0.6 0.6 1.1
127 14 1,647 100.0 91.5 04 8.1 0.0 0.0 0.0
15-19 2,613 100.0 90.5 0.9 8.5 0.0 0.0 0.0
20-24 1,701 100.0 70.7 1.9 26.2 0.3 0.4 0.6
25-29 1,233 100.0 39.7 2.0 56.9 0.5 0.4 0.5
30- 34 977 100.0 14.0 0.8 82.0 2.1 0.5 0.5
35-39 895 100.0 6.9 0.2 90.7 0.9 0.7 0.6
40- 44 809 100.0 3.1 0.2 92.5 14 15 14
45- 49 639 100.0 2.8 0.0 92.6 0.8 1.4 2.3
50-54 593 100.0 1.7 0.3 94.4 1.3 0.5 1.7
55-59 277 100.0 1.8 1.1 88.8 0.4 2.9 5.1
60- 64 358 100.0 5.6 0.0 89.4 2.0 1.1 2.0
65+ 834 100.0 6.6 0.2 83.7 0.4 19 7.2
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Table 3.4: Persons 12 years and older by sex, ag@up and marital status( cont 6 d)

Informal/

Consensua
Sex/Age Never union/Living
group Number Total married together Married Separatec Divorced Widowed
Female
Total 13,214 100.0 31.8 1.0 59.1 1.2 1.0 6.0
127 14 1,463 100.0 90.4 0.7 8.9 0.0 0.0 0.0
15-19 2,309 100.0 76.5 1.7 21.1 0.3 0.3 0.2
20-24 1,999 100.0 34.2 2.3 61.3 1.3 0.7 0.3
25-29 1,756 100.0 14.0 0.5 82.6 1.9 0.5 0.5
30-34 1,359 100.0 4.3 1.0 90.1 25 1.2 0.9
35-39 1,130 100.0 2.8 0.4 91.8 0.9 1.7 25
40- 44 794 100.0 2.3 0.5 87.7 1.9 1.3 6.4
45- 49 588 100.0 12 0.2 85.4 2.6 2.0 8.7
50- 54 486 100.0 2.1 0.2 77.0 1.6 1.6 175
55-59 217 100.0 14 0.0 65.9 0.9 5.1 26.7
60- 64 308 100.0 4.9 0.3 64.6 0.3 3.9 26.0
65+ 805 100.0 5.6 0.1 41.6 1.1 1.4 50.2

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census

3.2.2 Marital status and level of education

Table 35 shows that out of théotal population 12 years and older in tBastrict, 75.7
percent has no education, 19.2 percent has basic education, 4.1 percent has secondary
education and 0.1 percent has tertiary educafidiitle more than half§3.1%) of the never
married has no education while 0.1 perceasattained terary education.This, however,
compares with as high as 90 percent or higher of the married, separated, divorced or widowed
with no education. This pattern is similar between the males and femlaérs the male
population by each of the marital statusegaries tends to have a higher level of education
relative to their female counterpari®able 3.4 further showstagher proportion of females
(79.2%) than males (72.0%%0) have no education. Agai1.2 percent andlL7.4 percent of

males and femalagspectively have basic education. Furthermo# 3 percent males an2l9

percent females have secondary education whieércentof the males and 0.1 percent of
females have tertiary education. This analyaggestghat there isa high school dropout in

the District and may be attributed to early marriageshich constitute a major challenge
towardsretentionof girls in schoolsas they progess on the educational ladder

30



Table 35: Persons 12 years and older by sex, marital status and level of eduoat

Post middle/
Voc/ secondary
All No Secon Tech certificate/
Sex/Marital status Number levels Education Basi¢ dary Comm diploma&  Tertiary’
Both Sexes
Total 25,790 100.0 75.7 19.2 4.1 0.2 0.7 0.1
Never married 10,101 100.0 53.1 37.8 7.9 0.3 0.8 0.1
Informal/Consensual 235  100.0 706 174 115 0 0.4 0
union/Living together
Married 14,083 100.0 90.3 7.3 1.5 0.1 0.7 0.1
Separated 236 100.0 92.8 5.1 1.7 0 0.4 0
Divorced 203 100.0 88.7 8.4 1 0.5 0 15
Widowed 932 100.0 94.3 5 0.3 0 0.3 0
Male
Total 12,576 100.0 72 21.2 5.3 0.2 1.2 0.2
Never married 5,895 100.0 53.5 36.3 8.7 0.2 1.1 0.1
Informal/Consensual 106 100.0 70.8 17 113 0 0.9 0
union/Living together
Married 6,279 100.0 88.5 7.8 2.2 0.1 1.3 0.2
Separated 76 100.0 92.1 6.6 0 0 1.3 0
Divorced 76 100.0 93.4 5.3 0 0 0 1.3
Widowed 144 100.0 93.1 5.6 1.4 0 0 0
Female
Total 13,214 100.0 79.2 17.4 2.9 0.2 0.3 0.1
Never married 4,206 100.0 52.6 39.9 6.8 0.4 0.4
Informal/Consensual 129  100.0 705 17.8 116 0 0
union/Living together
Married 7,804 100.0 91.8 6.8 1 0.1 0.2 0.1
Separated 160 100.0 93.1 4.4 2.5 0 0 0
Divorced 127 100.0 85.8 10.2 1.6 0.8 0 1.6
Widowed 788 100.0 94.5 4.9 0.1 0 0.4 0

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Fatfan and Housing Census

3.2.3 Marital status and economic activity

Table 36 provides information on persons 12 years and older by sex, marital status and
economic activity statug'he Table shows that overall, 73.1 percent of plopulation in the

North Gonja District issnployed, less than one percestunemployed and 26.1 percent are
declared economically not activehe Table further shows that in terms of marital status, the
proportion reported to be employed is close to 70 percent or highechroéshe categories
except among the widowed where the proportion that is employesiasy as42.6 percent

and more than halb6.3%) of them recorded to be economically not activis to be noted

also that the never married population is next towittowed as recording a low proportion

of 61.5 percent as employed and this could be due to the fact that a good number of the never
married may be younger and mmpost likely be in school. It is, thus understandable that
more than a third of them are refeal to be economically not active. In contrashigher
proportion (83.3%) of the married population 12 years and addemployed, 0.9 percems
unemployed and 15.8 percent economically not active.

The analysis by sex also shows that a higher prigmoof the male (78.8%) than the female
(67.7%) population in thealistrict is employed. Accordingly, a higher proportion of the
females (31.3%) than the males (20.6%) are reported to be economically not active. This
observation is also the case comparing males and females at each of the marital status
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groups where the males generally show a higher tendency to be employed compared to their
female counterparts in thdstrict (Table 3.5). For examplehé poportionof married males

who are employed is 9 percenitcompared to/6.7 percent of the femalecounterpartsn
thedistrict.

Table 36: Persons 12 years and older by sex, marital status and economic activity status

Economically not

Total Employed Unemployed active
Sex/Marital status Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Both Sexes
Total 25,790 100.0 18,847 73.1 211 0.8 6,732 26.1
Never married 10,101 100.0 6,213 61.5 70 0.7 3,818 37.8
Informal/Consensual 235  100.0 176 74.9 4 17 55  23.4
union/Living together
Married 14,083 100.0 11,733 83.6 121 0.9 2,229 15.8
Separated 236  100.0 190 80.5 6 2.5 40 16.9
Divorced 203 100.0 138 68 0 0.0 65 32
Widowed 932 100.0 397 42.6 10 1.1 525 56.3
Male
Total 12,576 100.0 9,907 78.8 75 0.6 2,594 20.6
Never married 5,895 100.0 3,883 65.9 33 0.6 1,979 33.6
Informal/Consensual 106 100.0 88 830 0 0.0 18 170
union/Living together
Married 6,279 100.0 5,745 91.5 36 0.6 498 7.9
Separated 76 100.0 60 78.9 3 3.9 13 17.1
Divorced 76 100.0 57 75.0 0 0.0 19 25.0
Widowed 144 100.0 74 51.4 3 2.1 67 46.5
Female
Total 13,214 100.0 8,940 67.7 136 1.0 4,138 31.3
Never married 4,206 100.0 2,330 55.4 37 0.9 1,839 43.7
Informal/Consensual 129 100.0 88 682 4 31 37 287
union/Living togethe
Married 7,804 100.0 5,988 76.7 85 1.1 1,731 22.2
Separated 160  100.0 130 81.3 3 1.9 27 16.9
Divorced 127 100.0 81 63.8 0 0.0 46 36.2
Widowed 788 100.0 323 41.0 7 0.9 458 58.1

Source: Ghana Statisticdervice, 2010 Population and Housing Census

3.4 Nationality

Table 3.7 showsthat Ghanaians by birth account for 89.8 percent of the population of the
District in 2010. The proportion of the populatiaith dual nationality is 4.0 perceand4.6
percentof the population is made up &COWAS citizens We also havdess than one
percentreported a®ther African nationalsvhile Ghanaians by naturalization constitute 0.8
percentof the total population of thBistrict. There is also not variation betwedretmales

and females.
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Table 3.7: Population by nationality and sex

Both sexes Male Female
Nationality Number Percent  Number Percent  Number ercent
Total 43,547 100.0 21,592 100.0 21,955 100.0
Ghanaian by birth 39,104 89.8 19,344 89.6 19,760 90.0
Dual nationality (Ghanaian & Other) 1,721 4.0 809 3.7 912 4.2
Ghanaian by naturalisation 331 0.8 161 0.7 170 0.8
ECOWAS 2,007 4.6 1,077 5.0 930 4.2
African other than ECOWAS 212 0.5 110 0.5 102 0.5
Other 172 0.4 91 0.4 81 0.4

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, @®Population and Housing Census

3.5 Religious Affiliation
Rel i gion refers to the i ndividual 6s religi

irrespective of the religi on eoofthetnhne ofitteu s e h o

personHowever, o attempt is made to find out if respondents actyathgtice the faith they
professed.

Table 38 shows the distribution of the population of North Gobjestrict by religious
affiliation. Islam (72.8%) is thdominant religion in theDistrict, followed by Christianity
(22.8%), Traditionalist (3.3%) and no religion (1.0%). Among the Christians, Catholics
(9.5%)are the most dominarithere are only slight variations between the males and females
by religious affiliaton and this suggests that members of one household are more likely to be

affiliated to the same religion.

Table 3.8: Population by religion and sex

Both sexes Male Female

Religion Number  Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent
Total 43,547 100.0 21,592 100.0 21,955 100.0
No religion 415 1.0 219 1.0 196 0.9
Catholic 4,149 9.5 2,100 9.7 2,049 9.3
Protestants (Arigan 2274 5.2 1,190 55 1,084 49
Lutheran etc.)

Pentecostal/Charismatic 1,717 3.9 863 4.0 854 3.9
Otherchristian 1813 4.2 875 4.1 938 4.3
Islam 31,722 72.8 15,581 72.2 16,141 73.5
Traditionalist 1,417 3.3 735 3.4 682 3.1
Other 40 0.1 29 0.1 11 0.1

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census

3.6 Literacy and Education

This secton seeks to find out the literacy levels and educational attainment of all eligible
persons captured by the 2010 Population and Housing Census Disthiet. Literacy is
measured by ability to read and write a simple statement in any language withtanmdiegs

for all persons 11 years and older

3.6.1 Literacy

Figure 3.1presents information on literacy status of the population irDikgict in 2010. The

results show that 44 percent of the population 11 years andisllierate (read and write) in
English Language only, 50 percent can read and write English and Ghanaian Language and six
percents literate in Ghanaian Language onlyhe proportion of the population that is literate in
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English language only is quite high in tBeéstrict and may probdip be due to the fact that there

are many ethnic groups in tiestrict, none of which may be distinctly domimtaand, therefore,

it may be easier for many of them to communicate in a language that is neutral to them in order to
be understood with no difulty.

Figure 3.1 Literacy and education
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Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census

3.6.2 Population 11 years and older by sex, age and literacy status

Table 39 presents information on the population of Bistrict 11 yeas and older by literacy

in specific languages. From the information presentedn beobservedhat three in four of

the Districtd s ufatmomp 11 years and older anet literate in any languagé@lot literateis

higher among the females (78.p%omparedto the males (71.4%).The age pattern also
suggests a relatively higher literacy among the younger age cohorts compared to the older.
For example13.4 percentof the population 1114 years ar@ot literate and increases 18.6

among the population 18 years The Table further showshat 53.9 percent of the
population 1114 yearsareliterate in English only45.0 percent of the populatiovithin age

1519 years and 35.5 percentahes 65 years and older can read and wirt¢he English
Languageonly. These percentages decrease generally with higher age among either the males
or females, suggesting that the younger people are more likely to be literate in English only
compared to the older peopldowever, he proportion of the male population-14 years

who could read and writ@ English Language only is 51.1 perceompared t&7.0 percent
among theifemalecounterpan. Literacy in English and Ghanaian language is also higher
compared to literacy in English language only at all ages excdpé atoungest age group
11-14 years either among the males or females iDibict. The pattern of literachy age

also suggests that the older generation in Disdrict is more likely than their younger
counterparts to be able to read and write inhar@aian language onliiteracy in French is

also very low (less than one percent) inEhstrict.
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Table 39: Population 11 years and older by sex, age and literacy status

English English,
None Ghanaian and English French and
(not English language Ghanaian and Ghanaian
literate) Literate Total only only language French language
Both sexes
Total 19,857 6,595 100.0 43.7 6.4 49.8 0.1 0.1
11-14 1,841 1,931 100.0 53.9 4.4 41.7 0 0
1519 2,667 2,255 100.0 45 5.9 49.2 0 0
20-24 2,705 995 100.0 32.7 5.4 61.7 0 0.2
2529 2,526 463 100.0 34.6 8.2 57 0 0.2
30-34 2,078 258 100.0 39.9 10.1 50 0 0
3539 1,855 170 100.0 28.8 7.6 62.9 0.6 0
40-44 1,477 126 100.0 37.3 9.5 52.4 0 0.8
4549 1,128 99 100.0 36.4 16.2 47.5 0 0
50-54 1,000 79 100.0 39.2 15.2 45.6 0 0
55-59 453 41 100.0 31.7 9.8 58.5 0 0
60-64 609 57 100.0 38.6 19.3 42.1 0 0
65+ 1,518 121 100.0 355 17.4 47.1 0 0
Male
Total 9,215 3,694 100.0 41.7 6.4 51.8 0 0.1
11-14 965 1,015 100.0 51.1 4.2 44.6 0 0
15-19 1,340 1,273 100.0 44.1 6 49.8 0 0
20-24 1,108 593 100.0 32.2 5.2 62.4 0 0.2
2529 968 265 100.0 31.3 7.9 60.4 0 0.4
30-34 824 153 100.0 30.1 11.1 58.8 0 0
3539 799 96 100.0 28.1 9.4 62.5 0 0
40-44 741 68 100.0 39.7 10.3 48.5 0 15
4549 587 52 100.0 34.6 17.3 48.1 0 0
50-54 546 47 100.0 38.3 17 44.7 0 0
55-59 245 32 100.0 31.3 12.5 56.3 0 0
60-64 325 33 100.0 30.3 12.1 57.6 0 0
65+ 767 67 100.0 41.8 11.9 46.3 0 0
Female
Total 10,642 2,901 100.0 46.4 6.4 47.2 0 0
11-14 876 916 100.0 57 4.6 38.4 0 0
1519 1,327 982 100.0 46 5.6 48.4 0 0
20-24 1,597 402 100.0 33.3 5.7 60.7 0 0.2
2529 1,558 198 100.0 38.9 8.6 52.5 0 0
30-34 1,254 105 100.0 54.3 8.6 371 0 0
3539 1,056 74 100.0 29.7 5.4 63.5 14 0
40-44 736 58 100.0 34.5 8.6 56.9 0 0
45-49 541 47 100.0 38.3 14.9 46.8 0 0
50-54 454 32 100.0 40.6 12.5 46.9 0 0
5559 208 9 100.0 33.3 0 66.7 0 0
60-64 284 24 100.0 50 29.2 20.8 0 0
65+ 751 54 100.0 27.8 24.1 48.1 0 0

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 PopulaihHousing Census

3.6.3 Education

Figure 3.2 presents the level of education among the population 3 years and older by sex and
by school attendance. The data shows tha&tDistrict has a population 0f0,506 which
constitute26.6 percent of the totgopulation currently attending school. This is made up of
28.6 percent male and4.7 percent female. Thealble also shows thatere are 5.percent

of the populations havattended school in the past. This is made up.®fpercent males and

4.7 percen females
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The figure further shows thathere is a large proportion of the population who have never
attended school (68.2%) with tpercentagef femaleg70.6%) higher than males (6%

Figure 3.2 School attendanceby sex
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Source: Ghana Statistic&krvice, 2010 Population and Housing Census

3.6.3 Level of education and school attendance

Table 310 shows that the total number of people currently attending school iDistréct who

are three years and older is 10,506. Out of this, 55.9 percemt arienary school, 17.6 percent

are in Junior Secondary School/ Junior High School (JSS/JHS), 6.4 percent in Senior Secondary
School/Senior High School (SSS/SHS), 6.3 percent in Kindergarten and 12.9 percent in Nursery.
The proportion of males currentlytanding primary school is 53.7 percent and that of females is
58.3 percent. Thus 2,070 people in Bhistrict reported to have attended school in the past, of this
number, 50.8 percent attended primary school, 18.0 percent JSS/JHS and 14.7 percent SSS/SHS.
The proportion ofmales who attended primary school in the past is 44.5 pecoempared to

58.5 percent for females. Generallye level of education in thBistrict is low with the average
educational attainment being primary school. Therdghierefoe, the need for stakeholders in
education in theDistrict to put in place measures to ensumereasedschool enrolment and
retention at all levels.
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Table 310 Population 3 years and older by level of education, school attendance and sex

Currentlyattending

Attended in the past

Both sexes Male Female Both sexes Male Female

Level of education Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Total 10,506  100.0 5576  100.0 4,930 100.0 2,070 100.0 1,131  100.0 939 100.0
Nursery 1,356 12.9 701 12.6 655 13.3 - - - - - -
Kindergarten 667 6.3 336 6.0 331 6.7 - - - - - -
Primary 5,868 55.9 2,993 53.7 2,875 58.3 1,052 50.8 503 445 549 58.5
JSS/IHS 1,851 17.6 1,062 19.0 789 16.0 372 18.0 191 16.9 181 19.3
Middle - - - - - - 106 51 69 6.1 37 3.9
SSS/SHS 676 6.4 422 7.6 254 5.2 305 14.7 198 17.5 107 114
Secondary - - - 0.0 70 3.4 44 3.9 26 2.8
Vocational/Technical/Commercie 18 0.2 8 0.1 10 0.2 24 1.2 13 11 11 1.2
Post niddle/secondary certificate 30 0.3 18 0.3 12 0.2 74 3.6 54 4.8 20 2.1
Tertiary 40 0.4 36 0.6 4 0.1 67 3.2 59 5.2 8 0.9

Source: GhanS8tatistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census
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CHAPTER FOUR
ECONOMIC CHARACTERIS TICS

4.1 Introduction

Generally, the development of[Castrict is based on the production of goods and seryices
and relevant to the production process is the human capital oDi$ieict. Although all
persons irrespective of age and snsumegoods and services produced, only a section of
the total population produces thefrhis is the working population often referred to as the
Aempl oyedod. The type of econoihe natuvea aftthe vi t vy
economy and level of soceconomic development (Hull, 2009). In sum, the largersthe

of the employed population, the more wealth is created, leadingnpvovement inthe
general welbeing of the population. Over the years, a number obpgmrtunities have been
created in the public and private secttdreougha wide range of economic activities and
North GonjaDistrict is no exceptionlnformation on theeconomic activity status of the
populationis relevant for planning and decistomaking at the District level. The 2010
Population andHousing Census providé data on the economic characteristics of the
population in the North Gonjaistrict for such analysis

4.2 Economic Activity Status

Table 4.1 indicates that out of the total popiotaof 22,680aged15 years and older in the
North Gonja District, males are 48.2 percent while females are 51.8 per€dnthe
economically active group, males constitute 52.1 percent while fenmaddke up the
remaining 47.9 percent. Table 4.1 also shdhat the employedopulationcomprises 52.3
percent males and 47.7 percent femaladicating that theoroportion of employed males is
higherthan trat foremployed femaledVith respect tadhe unemployeghopulation, however
a higher proportion64.8%) is made up ofemales than males (35.2%)rhis may be dudo
the fact that the major economic activities in thistrict such as farming, fishing and
weaving areall maledominated Consistent with these results is the observation ffainle
4.1 thata lower proportion of the male8%.36) compared to the females (64.7%) ighe
economically inactive Among the economically not activpopulation, Table 4.1 further
shows thathome dutiesare virtually dominated by femalg80.6%) compared to males
(19.%0), a situationwhich obviouslyarises from the cultural setip of the peoplén this
District where mosfemales are tegated to attendintp household chores including taking
care ofthe kitchen.
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Table 4.1: Population 15 years and older by actity status and sex

Total Male Female
Activity status Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Total 22,680 1000 10,929 100.0 11,751 100.0
Economically active 17,425 76.8 9,075 83.0 8,350 71.1
Employed 17,215 98.8 9,001 99.2 8,214 98.4
Worked 17,068 98 8,936 99.3 8,132 99.0
Did not work but had job to go back t 128 0.7 60 0.7 68 0.8
Did voluntary work without pay 19 0.1 5 0.1 14 0.2
Unemployed 210 1.2 74 0.8 136 1.6
Wor_kedbefore, seeking work and 129 61.4 37 50.0 92 676
available
Seeking work for the first time and
available 81 38.6 37 50.0 44 32.4
Economically not active 5,255 23.2 1,854 17.0 3,401 28.9
Did home duties (household chore) 2,263 43.1 439 23.7 1,824 53.6
Full time education 1,523 29 869 46.9 654 19.2
Pensioner/Retired 23 0.4 15 0.8 8 0.2
Disabled/Sick 244 4.6 101 5.4 143 4.2
Too old/young 1,006 19.1 351 18.9 655 19.3
Other 196 3.7 79 4.3 117 3.4

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, opulation and Housing Census.

4.2.2 Economicactivity status by age

Table 4.2 illustrates thathree in four of prsonsl5 years and older in thBistrict are
employed, less than one percent is unemployed and 23.2 percent is economically not active.
In terms of sex, a higher proportion of the males (82.4%) than the females (69.9%) are
employed. In contrast, the females (28.9%) are more likely to be economically not active
compared to their male counterparts (17.0%)e pattern of employed people algaries
somewhat by age where the very young populatioril@ gears) and the elderly (65 year and
older) are less likely to be employed but more likely to be economically not active compared
to persons 29 years. This is similar either among the maldeonale populationin the

District such Again, atall ages, the proportion of theale population that is employed is
relatively higher than the females. In contrast, a higher proportion of females than males are
economically not active within each agegp in thedistrict.
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Table 4.2: Employed population 15 years and older by sex, age and activity status

Economically not

All Status Employed Unemployed active
Age group Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Both sexes
Total 22,680 100.0 17,215 75.9 210 0.9 5,255 23.2
1519 4,922 100.0 3,138 63.8 26 0.5 1,758 35.7
20-24 3,700 100.0 2,737 74 54 15 909 24.6
2529 2,989 100.0 2,431 81.3 33 1.1 525 17.6
30-34 2,336 100.0 2,001 85.7 15 0.6 320 13.7
35-39 2,025 100.0 1,758 86.8 9 0.4 258 12.7
40-44 1,603 100.0 1,428 89.1 9 0.6 166 104
4549 1,227 100.0 1,070 87.2 17 1.4 140 114
50-54 1,079 100.0 909 84.2 4 0.4 166 154
5559 494 100.0 400 81 2 0.4 92 18.6
60-64 666 100.0 477 71.6 39 5.9 150 22.5
65+ 1,639 100.0 866 52.8 2 0.1 771 47
Male
Total 10,929 100.0 9,001 824 74 0.7 1,854 17
1519 2,613 100.0 1,742 66.7 13 0.5 858 32.8
20-24 1,701  100.0 1,326 78 20 1.2 355 20.9
2529 1,233 100.0 1,101 89.3 10 0.8 122 9.9
30-34 977  100.0 906 92.7 5 0.5 66 6.8
35-39 895 100.0 860 96.1 0 0 35 3.9
40-44 809 100.0 783 96.8 2 0.2 24 3
4549 639 100.0 610 955 4 0.6 25 3.9
50-54 593 100.0 557 93.9 2 0.3 34 5.7
55-59 277 100.0 256 924 1 0.4 20 7.2
60-64 358 100.0 297 83 16 4.5 45 12.6
65+ 834 100.0 563 67.5 1 0.1 270 32.4
Female
Total 11,751 100.0 8,214 69.9 136 1.2 3,401 28.9
1519 2,309 100.0 1,396 60.5 13 0.6 900 39
20-24 1,999 100.0 1,411 70.6 34 1.7 554 27.7
2529 1,756 100.0 1,330 75.7 23 1.3 403 22.9
30-34 1,359 100.0 1,095 80.6 10 0.7 254 18.7
35-39 1,130 100.0 898 79.5 9 0.8 223 19.7
40-44 794  100.0 645 81.2 7 0.9 142 17.9
45-49 588 100.0 460 78.2 13 2.2 115 19.6
50-54 486  100.0 352 724 2 0.4 132 27.2
55-59 217 100.0 144 66.4 1 0.5 72 33.2
60-64 308 100.0 180 58.4 23 7.5 105 34.1
65+ 805 100.0 303 37.6 1 0.1 501 62.2

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, @®opulation and Housing Census

4.3 Occupation

Occumtion in the 2010 censisdescribedas the job a person spent his/her time dairttye

past 7 days preceding the census night. It looks at the main job/fasisoris performing.

Table 4.3 indicates thakilled agricultural and forestry is the dommaoccupation in the
District and employs about four in five of the employed persons enumeratedDisthet. It

is followed by craft and related trade workers and services and sales workers. Each of the
remaining occupational groups provides jobs felatively small number of employed
persons in th®istrict. The distribution of employed persqrivowevertends to vary by sex

with males dominating in some difie occupations while in othetke females are in the
majority. The maledominated occupationare clerical support workers (100%), plant and
machine operators and assemblers (97.4%), professionals (68.0%) and skilled agricultural
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forestry and fishery workers (56.1%), On the other hand, females dominate in service and
sales workers (88.5%), ehentary occupations (70.9%), manage6d.7%) and craft and

related trades (52.2%).

Table 4.3: Employed population 15 years and older by occupation and sex

Both sexes Male Female
Occupation Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Total 17,215 100.0 9,001 100.0 8,214  100.0
Managers 60 0.3 23 0.3 37 0.5
Professionals 172 1.0 117 1.3 55 0.7
Technicians and associate professionals 28 0.2 14 0.2 14 0.2
Clerical support workers 9 0.1 9 0.1 0 -
Service and sales workers 1,193 6.9 137 15 1,056 12.9
VSvlélrI:(eedrSagrlcultural forestry and fishery 14.257 828 8,003 88.9 6.254 76.1
Craft and related trades workers 1,261 7.3 603 6.7 658 8.0
Plant and machine operators and assemble! 39 0.2 38 0.4 1 0.0
Elementaryoccupations 196 1.1 57 0.6 139 1.7
Other occupations 0 - 0 - 0 -

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census

4.4  Industry

As shown inTable 4.4 three industries of employment stand as the major employers in the
North GonjaDistrict. These are agriculture forestry and fishing which employs more than 80
percent of all emplagd persons 15 years and older in istrict; manufacturing engaging about
six percentand wholesale and rétarepair of motor vehicles and motorcycles which also records
about six percent of the employed persons irltis¢rict.

Table 4.4: Employed population 15 years and older by industry and sex

Both sexes Male Female
Industry Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Total 17,215 100.0 9,001 100 8,214 100.0
Agriculture forestry and fishing 14,218 82.6 7,942 88.2 6,276 76.4
Mining and quarrying 1 0.0 0 - 1 0.0
Manufacturing 1,088 6.3 565 6.3 523 6.4
Electricity gas stram and air conditioning supply 0 - 0 - 0 -
Water supply; sewerage waste management and
remediation activities 1 0.0 0 - 1 0.0
Construction 11 0.1 11 0.1 0 -
Wholesale and retail; reppaf motor vehicles and
motorcycles 954 55 216 2.4 738 9.0
Transportation and storage 18 0.1 16 0.2 2 0.0
Accommodation and food service activities 276 1.6 18 0.2 258 31
Information and communication 6 0.0 5 0.1 1 0.0
Financial and insuranaetivities 1 0.0 1 0 0 -
Real estate activities 0 - 0 - 0 -
Professional scientific and technical activities 18 0.1 11 0.1 7 0.1
Administrative and support service activities 15 0.1 14 0.2 1 0.0
Public administration and defense; compulsory socie
security 12 0.1 12 0.1 0 -
Education 134 0.8 100 1.1 34 0.4
Human health and social work activities 20 0.1 14 0.2 6 0.1
Arts entertainment and recreation 2 0.0 2 0 0 -
Other service activities 114 0.7 34 0.4 80 1.0
Activities of households as employers; undifferentiat
goods- and services producing activities of
households for own use 326 1.9 40 0.4 286 3.5
Activities of extraterritorial organizations abddies 0 - 0 - 0 -

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census
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The remaining industries engage quite small number of persons 15 years and older in the District.
Table 4.4 further shosva situation of matdominance in most of the industries of employment in

the District. The few exceptions include accommodation and food service activities; activities of
householdsas employersundifferentiated goods and services producing activites of
households for own usand wholesale and retail, repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles
that respectively were dominated by 93.5 percent, 87.7 percent and 77.4 percent females in
the North Gonja District.

4.5 Employment gatus

Figure 4.3 presestinformation on the employment status by sex of persons 15 years and
older in the North Gonjalistrict. The figure shows that 70.2 percent of the employees are
males while 29.8 percent are females. The figure also reveals that more than half (68.3%)
the casual workers are females wiis than hal{41.746) of them asnales Thedatafurther
indicate thatdomestic employmenis represented by 51.1 percent males and 48.9 percent
females.The proportion of females in the contributing family worker catego61.9 percent
while their male counterparteake up38.1 percentwhich suggestthat more femalethan
males worlfor their families in thelistrict.

Figure 4.3: Employment status by sex
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4.6 Employment Sector

Figure 4.4 illustratethat the private informal sector employs @& cent of the population,
with the public sector and private formal sector employgingpercent each of the employed
populationof the North Gonjdistrict. This clearly is an indication that the private informal
sector is the single most important sector of employment in the North Gistmjet.

Figure 4.4: Employment sector
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CHAPTER FIVE
INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

5.1 Introduction

Information Communication Technology (ICT) has become an impotta t 0 o | in to
knowledgebasede c o0 n 0 my . The role of I CT in an emerg
been widely recognized at various levels. The recognition is reflected in actions such as the
development of a national ICT infrastructure, institutioaad regulatory framework for

managing the sector, promoting the use of ICT in all sectors of the economy, implementing e
governance in all government institutions and the construction of a National Data Centre as

well as Regional Innovation Ceas andistrict ICT centes across the country (GSS, 2010).

In recognizing the critical role ICT plays in the development of the country, government has
embarked on the free distribution of laptops to educational institutions and individuals in
order to make thetdy and use of ICT accessible to Ghanaians.

To understand some of these developmeamtsodule was included in the 2010 PHC on
ownership and use of ICT facilities. This chaptérerefore analyses access to ICT
technologies/facilities by various sodlemographic characteristics such as age, sex,
education, region, locality of residence, and economic activity status. In addition, the chapter
looks at the availability of ICT in agricultural households.

5.2 Ownership of mobile phone

This section provide information on persons 12 years and older who own mobile phones.
Table 5.1 indicates that 280 persons in thBistrict are 12 years and oldeandout of this
number, 2,399 (9.3%) had mobile phonesMobile phone ownership is made up of 63.9
percent malg and 36.1 percent females.

5.3 Use of internet and Mobile Phone

Table 5.1 shows that 80 persons 12 years and older Disgtrect use internet facilityThis is
anindicaton that less than one percent of the population 12 years and older uses ttet inter
in theDistrict. Theuse of the internet by sex, however, indicates a higlogrortion of males
(67.5%)compared taheir female counterparts (32.5%).

Table 5.1: Population 12 years and older by sex, mobile phone ownership and
internet facility usage

Population 12 Population having Population using

years and older mobile phone internet facility
Sex Number Percent Number Percent  Number Percent
Total 25,790 100.0 2,399 100.0 80 100.0
Male 12,576 48.8 1,534 63.9 54 67.5
Female 13,214 51.2 865 36.1 26 32.5

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census
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54 Household ownership of desktop or laptop computer

Table 5.2 furtheshows a near absence of household desktops/laptops Didhiet. The
informationshowsthat the households that own desktop/laptop computers iDigiigct can
easily be counted and represerit percent ofall the households in thBistrict with virtually
no difference between households headed by malesthes headed by females

Table 5.2: Households ownership of desktop/laptop computers
by sex of head

Number of Households having

households desktop/laptop
Sex Number Percent Number Percent
Total 4,793 100.0 6 0.1
Male-headed 4,396 91.7 5 0.1
Femaleheaded 397 8.3 1 0.3

Source: Ghana Statistical Servie®10 Population and Housing Census
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CHAPTER SIX
DISABILIT Y

6.1 Introduction

Persons with disabilities (PWD) have been defined as those who are unable to or are
restricted in the performance of specific tasks/activities due to loss of function of some part

of the body as a result of impairment or malformatio88x012). As a reult, PWDs face a

wide range of | ife challenges because disabi
ability t o function t o hi s/ her full pot eni
participation in a number of activities in life.

The 1992 Constitution of the Republic of Ghana provides for the guarantee of the
fundamental human rights of all persons including PWDs. In addition, Ghana has signed,
ratified and adopted international agreements, such as the Convention on the Rights of PWDs
and the African Decade of the Disabled Persons which seek to protect the fundamental
freedoms and human rights of all PWDs and to promote and respect their inherent dignity.

Disability is now considered a societal development issue because of its dagohsaip

with poverty. The development of a nation depends on the important contributions of not
only a segment of the population but the collective contributions of every individual,
including PWDs. To this extent, government and civil society orgaaimin recent years
have made progress in addressing disability issues, resulting in some positive gains in
improving the lives of PWDs in Ghana. Notable among these is the Persons with Disability
Act, 2006, (Act 715). The Act deals with issues such gbtsj employment, education,
transportation, housing facilities, effective health care, adequate medical rehabilitation
services, generation and dissemination of relevant information and participation of PWDs in
all activities Currently, activities concamg PWDs are allocated a three percent share of the
District Assembly Common Fund. This has brought some relief to PWDs, particularly those
outside the formal sector of employment.

In an attempt to understand the situation of PWDs as a guide for pofioyl&dion, the
Ghana Statistical Service, for the first time, collected specific data on PWDs in the 2010
Population and Housing Census. This chapter discusses the population with disability, type of
disability, distribution by type of locality, disabilitand activity as well as disability,
education and literacy.

6.2 Typesof Disability

Figure 6.1 has information on disability by typethe North GonjaDistrict. It shows that

sight (31.3%) is the most common disability in the District and is followegtbysical
disability, which represents 27 percent of all persons with some disability in the District. The
figure also shows daring (18.3%),intellectual (15.4%), speech (14.2%hd emotional
(10.8%) disabilities as important in tdestrict.
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Figure 6.1: Disability type
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Source: Ghana Statistical Service, @®opulation and Housing Census

6.3 Population with Disability

Table6.1 shows that thé&lorth GonjaDistrict has 703 persas with some form of disability;
this representd..6 percent of theotal populatiorof the district, which is the same among the
male and female population in tHistrict.

6.4 Disability and Type of Locality

Theresuls in Table 6.1 show that disability vias by type oflocality. The rurallocalities
recorda relativey highe disability rate of 1.7 percertompared to 1.2 percefdr the urban
localities There is, however, no variation in the proportion of persons with some disability by
sex in the rural areas as 1.7 percent of either males or females report sdigydisdhe
District. In contrast, disability prevalence is relatively higher among the males (1.3%) than
among the femes (1.1%).In the rural localities, sight as a form of disabiligcordsthe
highestproportionof 29.7percenbof all disabilitiesin theDistrict and isfollowedby physical
disability (27.8%) while emotionaldisability (10.9%) recordthe leasproportion of persons
with some disability. i the urban localities, sigloince agairrecord the highesproportion

of persons with disabily (44.20), followed by hearing (23.4%), physical (22.1%) and
speech(15.8%) disabilities
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Table 6.1: Population with disability by locality and sex

Both sexes Male Female
Disability Type Number Percent  Number Percent  Number Percent
All Locali ties
Total 43,547 100.0 21,592 100.0 21,955 100.0
No disability 42,844 98.4 21,244 98.4 21,600 98.4
With a disability 703 1.6 348 1.6 355 1.6
Sight 220 31.3 109 31.3 111 31.3
Hearing 129 18.3 49 14.1 80 225
Speech 100 14.2 50 14.4 50 14.1
Physical 190 27.0 88 25.3 102 28.7
Intellectual 108 15.4 57 0.3 51 0.2
Emotional 76 10.8 39 11.2 37 10.4
Other 77 11.0 32 9.2 45 12.7
Urban
Total 6,510 100.0 3,109 100.0 3,401 100.0
No disability 6,433 98.8 3,069 98.7 3,364 98.9
With a disability 77 1.2 40 1.3 37 1.1
Sight 34 44.2 20 50.0 14 37.8
Hearing 18 23.4 9 22.5 9 24.3
Speech 12 15.6 5 12.5 7 18.9
Physical 17 22.1 9 225 8 21.6
Intellectual 8 10.4 4 0.1 4 0.1
Emotional 8 10.4 6 15.0 2 5.4
Other 4 5.2 1 2.5 3 8.1
Rural
Total 37,037 100.0 18,483 100.0 18,554 100.0
No disability 36,411 98.3 18,175 98.3 18,236 98.3
With a disability 626 1.7 308 1.7 318 1.7
Sight 186 29.7 89 28.9 97 30.5
Hearing 111 17.7 40 13.0 71 22.3
Speech 88 14.1 45 14.6 43 135
Physical 173 27.6 79 25.6 94 29.6
Intellectual 100 16.0 53 0.3 47 0.3
Emotional 68 10.9 33 10.7 35 11.0
Other 73 11.7 31 10.1 42 13.2

Source: Ghaa Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census

6.5 Disability and EconomicActivity

The 2010 Population and Housing Census revédat the proportion of people with
disability who are employed in the North Golastrict is 58.3 percent whiléhose who are
economically inactiveepresented 1.2 percent as shown in Table 6.2. The data also indicate
that 52.4 percent of people with sight disability are emploged 47.1 percentas
economically not activel'able 6.2 shows that more than 50 petadrpersons suffering from

the other disabilities listed are employed except persons with hearing and physical disabilities
which record 47.9 percent and 38.8 percent as employed. It is further showrotbahan

half (62.4%) of the disabled males amptoyed while 37.1 percent are economically not
active. This compares witlb4.8 percent of disabled femaldsat are employedand 44.8
percentaseconomically not active.
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Table 6.2: Persons 15 years and older with disability by economic activity status

and sex
Economically Not
Sex/Disability type All Status Employed Unemployed Active
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Both Sexes
Total 22,680 100.0 17,215 75.9 210 0.9 5,255 23.2
No disabiity 22,229 100.0 16,952 76.3 208 0.9 5,069 22.8
With disability 451 100.0 263 58.3 2 0.4 186 41.2
Sight 170 100.0 89 52.4 1 0.6 80 47.1
Hearing 96 100.0 46 47.9 1 1.0 49 51.0
Speech 56 100.0 31 55.4 1 1.8 24 42.9
Physical 121 100.0 47 38.8 1 0.8 73 60.3
Intellectual 51 100.0 31 60.8 1 2.0 19 37.3
Emotional 47 100.0 31 66.0 2 4.3 14 29.8
Other 43 100.0 35 81.4 1 2.3 7 16.3
Male
Total 10,929 100.0 9,001 82.4 74 0.7 1,854 17.0
No disability 10,719 100.0 8,870 82.8 73 0.7 1,776 16.6
With a disability 210 100.0 131 62.4 1 0.5 78 37.1
Sight 86 100.0 50 58.1 0 0 36 41.9
Hearing 36 100.0 23 63.9 0 0 13 36.1
Speech 18 100.0 11 61.1 0 0 7 38.9
Physical 45 100.0 20 44 .4 0 0 25 55.6
Intellectual 26 100.0 15 57.7 0 0 11 42.3
Emotional 25 100.0 18 72 1 4 6 24
Other 17 100.0 14 82.4 0 0 3 17.6
Female
Total 11,751 100.0 8,214 69.9 136 1.2 3,401 28.9
No disability 11,510 100.0 8,082 70.2 135 1.2 3,28 28.6
With a disability 241 100.0 132 54.8 1 0.4 108 44.8
Sight 84 100.0 39 46.4 1 1.2 44 52.4
Hearing 60 100.0 23 38.3 1 1.7 36 60
Speech 38 100.0 20 52.6 1 2.6 17 44.7
Physical 76 100.0 27 355 1 1.3 48 63.2
Intellectual 25 100.0 16 64 1 4 8 32
Emotional 22 100.0 13 59.1 1 45 8 36.4
Other 26 100.0 21 80.8 1 3.8 4 15.4

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census

6.6 Disability, Education and Literacy

Table 6.3 reveals that out tife total population of persongth disabilitiesin the District,
more than half (76.5%pf them have never attended schob?.4 percent of therhave
attencbd primary school wHe 1.6 percenhasSSS/SHSevel of educationThe data indicate
that less ltan one percentof them haveattended possecondary school. The table further
indicates thata higher proportion of persons with disabilitig®.5%) have rever attended
school in comparison with their counterparts with no disabilities (68.0%@imilar pattern

is shown by sex where persons with disabilities tend to have a higher proportion never
attending school compared to their counterparts with no disabilities. It is, however, clear from
the results presented that the proportion that has neveredteotool is higher among the
females with (81.6%) or without (70.4%) disabilities compared to the males (71.0% and
65.6% respectively). A similar pattern is shoamong persons suffering froeachtype of
disability in theDistrict where a higher propodn of the females than the males have never
attended school. It is possible that disalefitiact as barriers to schooliaghong persons
suffering from any form of disability.
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Table 6.3: Population 3 years and ader by sex, disability type andevel of education

Number Percent
Sec/SHS Sec/SHS
Pre and Pre and
Sex/Disability type  Total Never Prim Basic higher Total Never Prim Basic higher
Both Sexes
Total 39,487 26,911 2,023 9,249 1,304 1000 68.2 51 234 3.3
No disability 38,80 26,423 2,000 9,141 1,285 100.0 68.0 51 235 3.3
With a disability 638 488 23 108 19 1000 765 36 16.9 3.0
Sight 213 174 4 26 9 100.0 817 19 122 4.2
Hearing 126 103 2 15 6 100.0 817 16 119 4.8
Speech 85 59 6 20 0 1000 694 7.1 235 0.0
Physical 166 129 3 29 5 1000 77.7 18 175 3.0
Intellectual 82 57 3 19 3 100.0 695 3.7 232 3.7
Emotional 67 54 4 8 1 100.0 80.6 6.0 11.9 15
Other 70 52 7 9 2 100.0 74.3 100 129 2.9
Male
Total 19,523 12,816 1,037 4,818 852 100.0 656 53 247 4.4
No disability 19,209 12,593 1,024 4,749 843 100.0 656 53 247 4.4
With a disability 314 223 13 69 9 1000 710 41 220 2.9
Sight 105 82 2 16 5 1000 78.1 19 152 4.8
Hearing 47 37 0 6 4 1000 78.7 00 128 8.5
Speech 39 23 4 12 0 100.0 59.0 10.3 30.8 0.0
Physical 74 49 3 19 3 100.0 66.2 4.1 257 4.1
Intellectual 44 27 2 15 0 1000 614 45 341 0.0
Emotional 38 29 2 6 1 1000 76.3 53 1538 2.6
Other 29 18 6 4 1 100.0 62.1 20.7 1338 3.4
Female
Total 19,964 14,095 986 4,431 452 100.0 70.6 49 222 2.3
No disability 19,640 13,830 976 4,392 442 1000 704 50 224 2.3
With a disability 324 265 10 39 10 100.0 818 3.1 120 3.1
Sight 108 92 2 10 4 1000 852 19 9.3 3.7
Hearing 79 66 2 9 2 1000 835 25 114 25
Speech 46 36 2 8 0 1000 783 43 174 0.0
Physical 92 80 0 10 2 1000 87.0 0.0 109 2.2
Intellectual 38 30 1 4 3 1000 789 26 105 7.9
Emotional 29 25 2 2 0 100.0 86.2 6.9 6.9 0.0
Other 41 34 1 5 1 1000 829 24 122 2.4

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census
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CHAPTER SEVEN
AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES

7.1 Introduction

The Ghanaian economy is | ar gel ycomtrbgienrta e d
Gross Domestic Product (GDPYhe sector contributes about 22.7 IE)ercent of GDP and
employsabout 50 percent of the labour ford@a{ly Guidenewspaperl4” February 2014)

Data from the 2010 Population and Housing Census indicate thatlagal households

were 13,366,340 accounting for 54.2 percent of the total population. However, there have
been shifts in the age and sex composition of those involved in the agricultural sector over a
period. For instance, there appearbém declire in the proportion of young adult males in

the agriculture labour force over the last three decades. This has resulted in a situation
whereby the sector is dominated by children and the elderly. The focus of this chapter is to
analyze households that are agriculture as well as the types of farming activities these
households are engaged in.

7.2 Households inAgriculture

In the 2010 PHC, an agricultural household was defined as one in which at least one person
in the household was engaged in farmingifig/animal husbandry. Th&umber of
agricultural households the North Gonjdistrictis 4,186 out o&total of 4,793 households

in theDistrict. This translates to about 87 percent of the total households ndiniet. Rural

areas accourior 90.6percent of the agricultural households (Table 7.1). The high proportion

of agricultural households in rural areas is basically du¢héofact that agriculture is
essentially a rural activity.

7.3 Types ofFarming Activities

Four typesof agricultural aavities areidentified in the census: crop farming, tree planting,
livestock rearing and fish farming. Tablel7indicates that the highest proportion of
agricultural households aneto crop farming (96.4%J¥pllowed bylivestock rearing (35.6%)
while tree planting (0.4%) and fish farming (0.2%p not receive high patronage in the
District. In the urban areas, the profjon of households engagien agricultue is 54.1
percent. Majority of the households in the urban assagmged in agriculturare intocrop
farming (91.9%)while livestockrearing represen2.4percent of agricultural households

the rural areghowever, 926 percent of households engagegriculture. In terms of the type
of agricultural activities of the hoakolds, about 97.0 psgnt engagén crop farming while
40.0 percenis into livestock farming.

Table 71: Agricultural activity of household members by locality

Total Urban Rural
Agricultural activity Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Total Households 4,793 100.0 730 100.0 4,063 100.0
Households engaged in Agriculture 4,186 87.3 395 54.1 3,791 92.6
Crop Farming 4,036 96.4 363 91.9 3,673 96.9
Tree Planting 16 0.4 0 0.0 16 0.4
Livestock Rearing 1,492 35.6 128 324 1,364 40.0
Fish Farming 8 0.2 3 0.6 5 0.1

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census
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7.4  Livestock and Livestock Keepers

The District has a total livestock of 73,967 with 3,094 individuals keeping t{ileble 7.2)
The average animal per keepetthie District is 24. The table also shows tlrattle (20,738

are the most commadivestock keptin the District with 553 keepersepresenting aaverage

of 38 cattle per keepethis is followed bygoats with an average of 16 goats per keeper.
There aralso threestrich keepers in thBistrict with an average of 11 ostriches per keeper.

Table 72: Distribution of livestock by keepers

Animals Keepers Average animal
Number Percent Number Percent per keeper
All livestock 73,967  100.0 3094  100.0 24
Beehives 47 0.1 3 0.1 16
Cattle 20,738 28.0 553 17.9 38
Chicken 19,247 26.0 762 24.6 25
Dove 232 0.3 9 0.3 26
Duck 562 0.8 12 0.4 47
Goat 14,830 20.0 943 30.5 16
Grasscutter 220 0.3 9 0.3 24
Guinea fowl 5,885 8.0 182 5.9 32
Ostrich 34 0.0 3 0.1 11
Pig 1,529 2.1 53 1.7 29
Rabbit 20 0.0 2 0.1 10
Sheep 9,991 13.5 537 17.4 19
Silk worm 2 0.0 1 0.0 2
Snalil 17 0.0 1 0.0 17
Turkey 4 0.0 1 0.0 4
Other 377 0.5 15 0.5 25
Fish farming 50 0.1 2 0.1 25
Inland fishing 55 0.1 3 0.1 18
Marine fishing 127 0.2 3 0.1 42

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, @®opulation and Housing Census
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CHAPTER EIGHT
HOUSING CONDITIONS

8.1 Introduction

The 2010 Population and Housing Census captured comprehensively data amg housi
conditionsin the country The census provided an official count of all structures in Ghana for
which North GonjaDistrict is included. Among the issues covered were the number of
occupied and unoccupied dwelling units, the type of dwelling and themegrials used in

its construction, occupancy statwmid methodof waste disposal, utilities and household
facilities. Information obtained from the census on housing quality indicated by the materials
used for constructing various housing units, ardatvailability of facilities such as water and
sanitation will serve as important indicators of the quality ofdffeousehold memberSuch
information can aid the government in designing housing improvement programmes.

The information from housing csnses also serves as a basis for planning housing and
human settlement programmigs addition to adoptingolicies and undertakingsvaluation

and monitoring of housing conditions and needs of the population within the context of the
Millennium DevelopmentGoal Seven (MDGYensure environmental sustainability). It can

also be used to determine the adequacy of housing stock and assessment of the need for
additional housing.

8.2 Housing Stock

The District hasa total population 043,547 out of which 42,972vere enumerated from
4,793 householdérable 8.1) The number of houses is 3,398 with an average household size
of 9.1. In additon, urban areas the District are credited witta total household population

of 6,308from 730 households with an average &elold size 08.9. On the othehand, the

rural areashave a total household population of 36,66%m 4,063 househokland an
average household size®fl

Table 8.1: Stock of houses and households by type of locality

Total District
Categories Country Region Total Urban Rural
Total population 24,658,823 2,479,461 43,547 6,510 37,037
Total household population 24,076,327 2,445,061 42 972 6,308 36,664
Number of houses 3,392,745 257,311 3,398 481 2,917
Number of households 5,467,054 318,119 4,793 730 4,063
Average households per hous 1.6 1.2 1.4 15 1.4
Population per house 7.3 9.6 128 135 12.7
Average household size 4.5 7.8 9.1 8.9 9.1

Source: Gana Statistical ServicBopulationand Housing €nsus

8.3 Type of Dwelling, Holding and Tenancy Arrangement

Table 8.2 shows that thereeal3,895 dwelling units in theDistrict. The proportion of
household which live in units owned bg household member is 93.8nother2.3 pecentis
owned by relatives who aret household mengos and 1.5 perogis publicly owned.The
proportion of households headed by femaleslwellings owned bya household member
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(88.0%) is bwer than their maleheaded counterparts in similar dwellin@s1.7%). At the
locality level, 97.2 percent of housdti® in rural areagesidein dwellings owned by a
househtd member compackto 87.9 percenin the urbanareas The table further reveals
some variations between the maded femaleheaded households and again between urban
and rural areas by ownershi@tsts of household dwelling units in tBéstrict. For example,
ownership by a relative who is not a member of household and one by other private
individual is higher in femakdeaded households (5.0% and 4.0% respectively) than male
headed households (1.98ad 1.4% respectively). Similarly, ownership of dwelling units by
government or public is higher in the urban (3.4%) than rural (0.4%) areasdisttics.

Table 8.2: Ownership status of dwelling by sex of household head and type of

L ocality
District
Total Total Male Female

Ownership status Country  Region Number Percent Headed headed Urban Rural
Total 5,467,054 318,119 13,895 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Owned by household member 2,883,236 267,538 13,038 938 94.7 88.0 87.9 97.2
Being purchased (e.g. mortgage 45,630 1,352 40 0.3 0.2 0.8 0.5 0.1
Relative not a household 851,630 16,460 321 23 19 50 33 17
member

Other private individual 1,439,021 24,310 246 1.8 1.4 4.0 4.3 0.3
Private employer 83,610 1,248 25 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.1
Other private agency 21,123 431 11 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.0
Public/Government ownership 118,804 5,863 208 15 15 1.6 3.4 0.4
Other 24,000 917 6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 PopulatiorHan$ing Census

8.2.2 Type of occupied dwelling

Table 8.3 presents information on the type of occupied dwellings by sex of household head
and type of locality in th®istrict. Compound houses (roomagcount for 59.1 percent of all
dwelling units in the North Gonja District. On the other handseparatehouses and
huts/buildings (same compound@present 9.6 percent and 27.9 percent respectively of
dwelling units in theDistrict. It is also notedhat compoundhouses account f&9.3 percent

of dwelling urts with households headed lyales. This compares with 56.7 percent among
householddieadedby females Another important observation is that a higher proportion of
femaleheaded households (15.9%) reside in separate houses compared to theacdhade
households(9.0%6). In contrast, however, the proportion of households headed by males
(28.1%) in huts/buildingsn the same compound relatively higher tharthose headed by
females (24.9%)In the urban areas, 91.2 percent of households are in compoures hous
compared to 53.3 percent in the rural areas. How82e2 percent of households in the rural
areas are resident in huts/buildings (same compound) as compared to just 3.7 percent in the
urban areas in thBistrict. Similarly, a higher proportion of rur§l0.6%) households were
resident in separate houses in Bistrict compared to households in the urban areas which
were represented by only 3.8 percent in separate houses.
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Table 8.3: Type of occupied dwelling by sex of household head and type of

locality
District
Total Total Male Female

Ownership status Country Region Number Percent Headed headed Urban Rural
Total 5,467,054 318,119 4,793 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Separate house 1,471,391 51,622 460 9.6 9.0 15.9 3.8 10.6
Semidetached house 391,548 12,761 78 1.6 1.6 1.8 0.8 1.8
Flat/Apartment 256,355 3,360 11 0.2 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3
Compound house (rooms) 2,942,147 208,934 2,832 59.1 59.3 56.7 91.2 53.3
Huts/Buildings (same 170,957 34,405 1,335 279 281 249 37 322
compound)

Huts/Buildings (different 36,410 3,374 48 10 10 08 00 12
compound)

Tent 10,343 818 15 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.3
Improvised home 90,934 404 4 01 01 00 00 01
(kiosk/container etc.)

Living quarters attached to 20499 619 8 0.2 02 00 01 02
office/shop

Uncompleted building 66,624 1,428 2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other 9,846 394 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census

8.4 Construction Materials
8.4.1 Main construction material for outer wall

Table 8.4presents information othe main construction materials for the outer walls of
dwellings by locality in theDistrict. Households living in dwelling unitethose outer walls

are constructedvith mud brick/earthrepreent 83.0 percentand 9.8 percent of them are
constructed wittcement block/concretéit the same time, wood is used in constructing 2.4
percentof householdlwellings in theDistrict. The same proportion is represented by bamboo
palm leaf/thatch. The compson by type of locality, however, shows that as high as 91.2
percent of the outer walls of household dwellings in Blirict are constructed with mud
brick/earth compared to 40.7 percent in the urban areas. In contrast, 51.7 percent of urban
householddwellings have cement blocks/concrébe their outer walls compared to only 1.8
percent of household dwellings in the rural areas. This variation between the urban and rural
areas may be due to differences in poverty levels between the rural and udhiiedan the
District.
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Table 8.4: Main construction material for outer wall of dwelling unit by type of

locality
District
Total Total
Material for Outer wall Country  Region Number Percent Urban Rural
Total 5,817,60 339,874 5,273 100.0 100.0 100.0
Mud brick/Earth 1,991,540 247,754 4,379 83.0 40.7 91.2
Wood 200,594 5,389 129 2.4 1.9 2.6
Metal sheet/Slate/Asbestos 43,708 1,984 32 0.6 0.9 0.5
Stone 11,330 1,077 10 0.2 0.1 0.2
Burnt bricks 38,237 647 3 0.1 04 0.0
Cement blocks/Concrete 3,342,462 64,863 518 9.8 517 1.8
Landcrete 104,270 10,609 51 1.0 3.2 0.5
Bamboo 8,206 285 8 0.2 0.1 0.2
Palm leaf/Thatch (grass)/Raffia 38,054 5,894 127 2.4 0.7 2.7
Other 39,206 1,372 16 0.3 0.4 0.3

Source: Ghanat8tistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census

8.4.2 Main construction materials for the floor of dwelling unit

Table 8.5 indicates that a higher proportion of ftoof dwellings are constructed with
cement/concrete (85.2%pllowed by earth/md (13.6%) More than 80 percertf floors of
dwellings in both rural (83.5%) and urban (94.9%) areas are constructedwith
cement/concreteThough cement/concrete is widely used in both rural and urban areas, its
use is much more extensive in the urban sar€he table further shows thaarth/mudasa
construction magrial for floors of dwellings is predominantly a rural phenomebhecause

the proportion of dwelling floors withearth/mudin the rural areas i45.3 percentcompared

to 4.5 percent in therban areas in th®istrict.

Table 8.5: Main construction materials for the floor of dwelling unit by type of

locality
District
Total Total
Materials for the floor Country  Region Number Percent Urban Rural
Total 5,467,084 318,119 4,793 100.0 100.0 100.0
Earth/Mud 872,161 97,678 653 13.6 4.5 15.3
Cement/Concrete 4,255,611 214,535 4,083 85.2 94.7 83.5
Stone 32,817 1,358 8 0.2 0.1 0.2
Burnt brick 6,537 277 3 0.1 0.0 0.1
Wood 52,856 195 0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Vinyl tiles 57,032 510 1 0.0 0.0 0.0
Ceramic/Porcelain/Granite/Marble tile 88,500 2,091 26 0.5 0.4 0.6
Terrazzo/Terrazzo tiles 85,973 365 3 0.1 0.0 0.1
Other 15,567 1,110 16 0.3 0.3 0.3

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and HoGsimgus

8.4.3 Main construction materials for roofing

Table 8.6 indicates thahé main materials for roofing of dwelling units in tbDéstrict is
thatch/palm leaf or raffia (70.1%) followed by metal sheet (25.4%yith mud/mud
bricks/earthrepresentingonly one percentThe useof roofing materials varies between the
urban and rural areas to the extent that while metal sheet is the most common material used in
the urban areas (83.5%), thatch/palm leaf or raffia is twe8l percent of rural household
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dwellings. This shows how low the quality of roofing materials is in the rural areas in the
District is, a situation thatnay be largely due to poverty thaay bewidespread in the rural
areas.

Table 8.6 Main construction material for roofing of dwellin g unit by type of locality

District
Total Total
Main Roofing material Country  Region Number Percent Urban Rural
Total 5,817,607 339,874 5,273 100.0 100.0 100.0
Mud/Mud bricks/Earth 80,644 16,434 55 1.0 0.2 1.2
Wood 45,547 3,740 49 0.9 0.5 1.0
Metal sheet 4,152,259 192,412 1,339 254 835 14.2
Slate/Asbestos 759,039 2,091 6 0.1 0.2 0.1
Cement/Concrete 141,072 1,429 28 0.5 15 0.3
Roofing tile 31,456 761 47 0.9 0.0 11
Bamboo 71,049 1,137 24 0.5 0.0 0.5
Thatch/Palnieaf or Raffia 500,606 118,517 3,696 70.1 13.2 81.0
Other 35935 3,353 29 0.5 0.8 0.5

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census

8.5 Room Occupancy

A room is defind as a space in the housing unit,otiner living quarers, enclosgby walls,
reaching from the floor to the ceiling or roof, covering at least a height of twesnef a

size large enough to hold a bed for an adult, that is, at least four squegs. metormation

on the mmber of sleeping rooms occugiby the household provides an indication of the
level of crowding and the adequacy of the housing stock. The higher theesoaimmic

status of the household, the larger the number of rooms it occupies. Hence, the number of
rooms occupied is also a maes of the soci@conomic status of the household.

Table 8.7 shows the distribution of the numioérrooms occupi@ by householdsn the
District. Information in the table showat a higher proportion of the households sleep in
four rooms (19.4%) Wile those who sleep in three rooeanstituting 18.5 percent.

About 760 percentof onepersorhousehold sleepin asingle roomwhile 11.1percentsleep

in two rooms.Furthermore, half of all households with four members Hhmee sleeping

roons. Again, thetable shows tha®4.5 percent and 29.7 percent of households with six and
seven members respectively are reporteduge three sleeping room$he information
presented further shows that the number of rooms available for sleeping purposes is not
consistenh with the size of households in thHaistrict. This means that overcrowding is
common in households in tistrict with its likely negativeimplications on the health of the
population.
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Table 8.7 Household size and number of sleeping rooms occupieddwelling

Unit
Number of sleeping rooms

Total households Nine
House rooms
hold One Two Three Four Five Six  Seven Eight or
size Number Percent room rooms rooms rooms rooms rooms rooms rooms more
Total 4,793 1000 6.6 17.7 185 194 108 101 55 3.4 8.1
1 54  100.0 75.9 111 3.7 0.0 9.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
2 97 100.0 423 44.3 1.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 6.2 1.0 4.1
3 222  100.0 29.7 46.4 11.3 4.5 0.9 1.4 2.3 1.4 2.3
4 320 100.0 15.9 50.0 194 7.2 1.3 0.9 0.6 0.6 4.1
5 356 100.0 9.6 41.9 30.3 9.6 1.7 1.1 2.0 1.7 2.2
6 417  100.0 4.1 27.6 345 16.5 6.5 3.8 2.4 1.2 3.4
7 454  100.0 4.0 18.7 29.7 26.2 7.7 7.7 15 0.4 4.0
8 475  100.0 3.4 12.6 238 274 124 112 4.8 15 2.9
9 466  100.0 2.4 7.9 217 296 170 9.7 4.7 4.5 2.6
10+ 1,932 100.0 1.1 4.6 10.1 21.0 15.6 16.7 9.3 6.1 15.5

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 20bp#HationHousingCensus

8.6 Access to Utilities and Household Facilities

Data inTable 88 shows thatjn the urban areas, 86.8 percent of diwg$i are connected to
the nationaklectricity grid while in the rural areas it is only 0.6 percemtis shows the low
coverage of electricity ithe District, considering that 85.1 percent of tBéstrict is rural.
Again, in the urban areas, 6.4 perceftthe householdsse kerosentampand 6.4 percent
resort to flashlight/torch as their source of lighting. In the rural ada5, percenaind 47.6
percent respectively rely on kerosene lamp and flashlight/torch.

Table 8.8: Main source of lighting of dwelling unit by type of locality

District
Total Total
Main source of light Country Region Number Percent  Urban Rural
Total 5,467,054 318,119 4,793 100.0 100.0 100.0
Electricity (mains) 3,511,065 114,889 658 13.7 86.8 0.6
Electridty (private generator) 36,142 2,219 23 0.5 11 04
Kerosene lamp 971,807 134,656 2,058 42.9 6.4 495
Gas lamp 9,378 860 13 0.3 0.1 0.3
Solar energy 9,194 1,048 30 0.6 0.0 0.7
Candle 41,214 488 1 0.0 00 0.0
Flashlight/Torch 858,651 60,518 1,969 41.1 4.8 47.6
Firewood 13,241 2,257 28 0.6 0.7 0.6
Crop residue 4,623 759 12 0.3 0.0 0.3
Other 11,739 425 1 0.0 0.0 0.0

Source: Ghana Statisticaé&ice, 2010 Population and Housing Census

8.6.1 Main source of cooking fuel for househia

Table 89 indicates that wood (93.9%) serves as the main source of cooking fuel for
householdsfollowed by charcoal (3.4%)his means that 97.3 percent of households in the
District depend on forest products as their main source of cookingawshelopment with
implications for forest depletion in tHistrict. Less tharone percent (0.3%) of households
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in theDistrict usegasfor cookingin spite of the numerous campaigns to encounageased

use ofgas byhouseholdsn the country In either theurban or rural areas, dependence on the
environment for cooking fuel is high such that 82.6 percent and 15.2 percent of urban
households depend on wood and charcoal. This compares with 96.0 percent and 1.3 percent
use of wood and charcoal as cooking faghe rural aream theDistrict.

8.6.2 Cooking space used by household

Table 8.8further shows that 15 percent of househalishe District had separate rooms for
exclusive useas cooking spacand 65.7 percent coekn open space in compound. The
proportion of households in the urban areas thatseadrate rooms for exclusive use of their
householdss 2.2 percent while 78.4ercentcooksin open space itompound and 1.6
percent cook#n enclosure without roofs. On the other hand, in the ruralsae5 percent of
householdsookin separate rooms made for theicksive use, 63.5 percent codksopen
space in compound and 6.1 percent in enclosure without roof
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Table 89: Main source of cooking fuel and cooking space used by the households
by type of locality

District

Total Total Urban Rural
Cooking fuel/ cooking space Country Region Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Main source of cooking fuel
Total 5,467,054 318,119 4,793 100.0 730 100.0 4,063 100.0
None no cooking 306,118 6,713 51 1.1 6 0.8 45 1.1
Wood 2,197,083 243,314 4,502 93.9 603 82.6 3,899 96.0
Gas 996,518 10,584 12 0.3 4 0.5 8 0.2
Electricity 29,794 1,396 7 0.1 0 0.0 7 0.2
Charcoal 1,844,290 52,124 164 3.4 111 15.2 53 1.3
Crop residue 45,292 1,804 37 0.8 4 0.5 33 0.8
Saw dust 8,000 515 1 0.0 1 0.1 0 0.0
Animal waste 2,332 84 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Other 7,759 469 1 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.0
Cooking space used
Total 5,467,054 318,119 4,793 100.0 730 100.0 4,063 100.0
No cooking space 386,883 10,910 74 15 15 2.1 59 15
Separate room for exclusive use of household 1,817,018 82,024 720 15.0 16 2.2 704 17.3
Separate room shared with other household(s) 410,765 10,877 138 2.9 15 2.1 123 3.0
Enclosure without roof 117,614 11,245 259 5.4 12 1.6 247 6.1
Structure with roof but without walls 349,832 11,055 249 5.2 31 4.2 218 5.4
Bedroom/Hall/Living room) 74,525 1,403 33 0.7 1 0.1 32 0.8
Verandah 1,173,946 34,131 162 3.4 67 9.2 95 2.3
Open space in compound 1,115,464 155,651 3,153 65.8 572 78.4 2,581 63.5
Other 21,007 823 5 0.1 1 0.1 4 0.1

Source: Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 population and Housing Census
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8.7 Main Source of Water for Drinking and for Other Domestic Use
8.7.1 Main source of drinking water for household

The proportion of households usihgrehole/pump/tube well as themain source of drinking
wateris 66.5 percendf the totalnumber ofhousehold in North GonjaDistrict. The second
most commaly used source of drinking water in tastrict is river/stream (23.2%)The
urban areasecord37.3 percent of households using bbode /pump /tube weltompared to
71.8 percent ithe rural area.

8.7.2 Main source of water for other domestic use ahousehold

As shown in Table 80 bore-hole/pump/tube well (57.8%) islentified asthe main source
for water for other domestic usessimes drinkingThis is dosely followed by river/streams
(31.8%). In the urban area63.3 percendf the househoklrely on river/stream as their main
source of water for doestic useThis compares witl62.1 percentn rural areashat make
use ofborehole /pump/tube well for domestic chores.

Table 810: Main source of water of for drinking and other domestic purposes

District
Total Total

Sources of water Country  Region Number Percent Urban Rural
Main source of drinking water

Total 5,467,054 318,119 4,793 100.0 100.0 100.0
Pipeborne inside dwelling 790,493 27,811 33 0.7 0.0 0.8
Pipe-borne outside dwelling 1,039,667 38,852 132 2.8 1.9 29
Public tap/Standpipe 712,375 21,798 10 0.2 0.4 0.2
Bore-hole/Pump/Tube well 1,267,688 111,650 3,188 66.5 37.3 718
Protected well 321,091 17,933 192 4.0 0.0 4.7
Rain water 39,438 2,066 0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Protected spring 19,345 1,008 15 0.3 0.0 0.4
Bottled water 20,261 233 0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Sachet water 490,283 1,187 5 0.1 0.0 0.1
Tanker supply/Vendor provided 58,400 942 5 0.1 0.0 0.1
Unprotected well 112,567 13,517 68 1.4 0.1 1.6
Unprotected spring 12,222 1,109 5 0.1 0.0 0.1
River/Stream 502,804 55,470 1,112 23.2 60.0 16.6
Dugout/Pond/Lake/Dam/Canal 76,448 24,308 26 0.5 0.1 0.6
Other 3,972 235 2 0.0 0.1 0.0
Main source of water for other

domestic use

Total 5,467,054 318,119 4,793 100.0 100.0 100.0
Pipeborne inside dwelling 905,566 27,698 40 0.8 0.3 0.9
Pipeborne outside dwelling 1,089,030 37,432 134 2.8 2.1 2.9
Public tap/Standpipe 704,293 19,390 7 0.1 0.1 0.1
Bore-hole/Pump/Tube well 1,280,465 101,815 2,768 57.8 33.7 621
Protected well 465,775 19,715 189 3.9 0.0 4.7
Rain water 39,916 2,182 10 0.2 0.0 0.2
Protected spring 18,854 927 4 0.1 0.0 0.1
Tanker supply/Vendor provided 100,048 1,214 6 0.1 0.0 0.1
Unprotected well 152,055 13,349 72 15 0.0 1.8
Unprotected spring 15,738 1,002 5 0.1 0.0 0.1
River/Stream 588,590 63,445 1,526 31.8 63.3 26.2
Dugout/Pond/Lake/Dam/Canal 96,422 29,210 25 0.5 0.1 0.6
Other 10,302 740 7 0.1 0.4 0.1

Source: Ghana Statistical Servicel@@opulation and Housing Census
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8.8 Bathing and Toilet Facilities
8.8.1 Toilet facility used by household

Table 8.1 reveast that majority & households hae no toilet facilitiesand, therefore, resort to
usingthe bush/beach/fiel®2.1%) We also findhat only 3.0 percent of tHeouseholdsise
public toilet (WC, KVIP, Pt, Pan et and 38 percent use KVIP. The proportion of
houselblds in the urban areas thatveano toilet facilities is 78.9 percenbmpared to as high

as 94.5 percent in the rurateas in thistrict. Public toilet use formsl6.8 percentn the
urban areasndless than one percent in the ru@dalities. In addition, KVIP is used .2
percentof households in the urban areas in comparison with 4.1 percent in the ruraltareas
is also clear from the table that the most improved toilet facility (water closet) is almost
absent in thd®istrict with only 0.1 percent of households making use of it either in the urban
or rural areas.

8.8.2 Bathing facility used by household

Table 8.10 further indicates that 25 percent of the households havathrooms for their
exclusive use, 22.5 percent sheseparate bathrooms in tisame house and 17.0 percent
alsouses shared open cubicte In the urban areas,8 percent of the householdave their
own bathroom for theirelusive use, 2.0 percent shaeparate bathrooms in thersahouse
and 3.1 percent shaopen cubicles. In the rural arehswever, 26.9 percent habathrooms
for their exlusive use, 24.1 percent shaeparate bathoms in the sam house and 16.4
percent sharepen cubicles.

Table 8.11: Type of toilet and bathing facilities used by householdand type of locality

District
Total Total Urban Rural

Toilet/ bathroom facility Country Region No. Percent No. Percent No. Percent
Toilet facility
Total 5,467,054 4,793 4,793 100.0 730 100.0 4,063 100.0
No facilities (bush/beach/field) 1,056,382 4,415 4,415 92.1 576 78.9 3,839 94.5
W.C. 839,611 4 4 0.1 1 0.1 3 0.1
Pit latrine 1,040,883 37 37 0.8 11 1.5 26 0.6
KVIP 572,824 182 182 3.8 16 2.2 166 4.1
Bucket/Pan 40,678 1 1 0.0 - - 1 0.0
eF:g)b“C toilet (WC/KVIPIPIUPaN 1 g93 591 142 142 3.0 123 16.8 19 05
Other 23,385 12 12 0.3 3 0.4 9 0.2

Bathing facility 0.0 0.0 0.0
Total 5,467,054 4,793 4,793 100.0 730 100.0 4,063 100.0
Own bathroom for exclusive use 1,535,392 1,128 1,128 235 35 4.8 1,093 26.9
Shared separate bathroominth 1 g0 555 1 080 1080 225 99 136 981 241
same house
Private open cubicle 381,979 500 500 104 106 14.5 394 9.7
Shared open cubicle 1,000,257 817 817 17.0 150 20.5 667 16.4
Public bath house 140,501 353 353 7.4 239 32.7 114 2.8
Bathroom in another house 187,337 21 21 0.4 14 1.9 7 0.2
Open space around house 372,556 867 867 18.1 78 10.7 789 194
River/Pond/Lake/Dam 14,234 9 9 0.2 2 0.3 7 0.2
Other 16,276 18 18 0.4 7 1.0 11 0.3

Source: Ghana statistica¢vice, 201Population andHousingCensus
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8.9 Method of WasteDisposal

Proper Waste disposal is important to every household and this section deals with method of
waste, both solid and liquid disposalNierth Gonja Distrit

8.9.1 Solid waste

Table 8.2 provides information omethods of sotl and liquid waste disposal in the various
localities in theDistrict. It reveals that 59.@erent of households ugmiblic dumping sites
(open space), 33.7 percent dusmpdisciiminately and 3.2 percemtf themburntheir waste.
The proportion of househds in the rural areas that dump their waste indiscriminately is 35.6
percentcompared to 23.6 percent in the urban areas. There is5@l2opercenof rural
households thaise public dumping sites (ep space) and 3.7 percent bbgnhousehold. In

the uban areas, 74.9 percent practpeblic dumping (open spaceand 05 percent use
public dump (container)

8.9.2 Liquid waste

From Table 8.2, majority of the households throtheir waste onto the street or outside
(58.8%) followed by those who thne onto the compound (31.2%) and drainage into a pit or
soak away (5.7%)Some variations exist between the urban and rural areas where 62.3
percent of urban households in Mestrict throw their liquid waste onto the street or outside
compared to 58.2 percem the rural localities The table also shows that less thane
percent ofeither therural (0.2%)or urban (0.1%) households dispogeir liquid waste
throughthe drainage system into a guttdihe table further indicates that 32.9 percent of the
urbanhouseholds throw their waste on the compouwmtich comparesvith 30.9 percentof

the rural households.

Table 8.12: Method of solid and liquid waste disposal by type of locality

Total Total

Waste disposal method Country Region Number percent Urban Rural
Method of rubbish disposal

Total 5,467,054 4,793 4,793 100.0 100.0 100.0
Collected 785,889 19 19 0.4 0.1 0.4
Burned by household 584,820 153 153 3.2 0.1 3.7
Public dump (container) 1,299,654 84 84 1.8 0.5 2.0
Public dump (open se) 2,061,403 2,829 2,829 59.0 749 56.2
Dumped indiscriminately 498,868 1,617 1,617 33.7 236 356
Buried by household 182,615 67 67 1.4 0.3 1.6
Other 53,805 24 24 0.5 04 05
Method of liquid waste disposal

Total 5,467,054 4,793 4,793 100.0 100.0 100.0
Through the sewerage system 183,169 10 10 0.2 0.0 0.2
Through drainage system into a gutter 594,404 10 10 0.2 01 0.2
Through drainage into a pit (soak away) 167,555 272 272 5.7 0.3 6.6
Thrown onto the street/outside 1,538,550 2,820 2,820 588 62.3 58.2
Thrown into gutter 1,020,096 169 169 35 42 34
Thrown onto compound 1,924,986 1,497 1,497 31.2 329 30.9
Other 38,294 15 15 0.3 0.1 0.3

Source: Ghan8tatisticalService, 201Population andHousingCensus
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CHAPTER NINE
SUMMARY OF FINDIN GS, CONCLUSIONS AND
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

9.1 Summary of Findings

9.1.1 Population sizeand Distribution

The 2010 PHC indicates that the North Gapjstrict has a total population @3,547out of

which 49.4 percenis made up ofnalesand56.6 percenare femalesThetotal land size of
theDistrict is 4,845.5 sqgkm and population density of®persons per squakdometer. Out

of the total population, a majority of the people (85.1%) reside in rural settlements with the
remaining 14.Percentresiden in urbanlocalities The District has a sex ratio of 98.3he
District has a general dependency ratio 17 with males registering the highest
dependency ratio 0f13.9 compared to 100.6 among themales In terms of locality, the

rural areas havené highest dependency ratio of 108dmpared t®8.5 in the urban areas.

Of people between 1and 64 years is 21,04Imade up of48.0 percent males and 52.0
percent females.

9.1.2 Nationality

The Residence in thBistrict are mainly Ghanaiar®4.3%) asagainst a few nenGhanaians
(4.5%). Ghanaian by birth formed the majorit§(8%), followed by ECOWAS nationals
(4.6%) andthendual Nationality(4.0%).

9.1.3 Fertility

North GonjaDistrict has 9,935 women within the age group4fbyears witlthe numbe of
live births in the last 12 months preceding the 20R@pulation and Housing Census
amounting to1,349 The District has a TFR of 5.3 which is the highest in tderthern
Regionwhich recorded an average TFR3b. The District also has the highest R of
135.8 in the regionThis implies that there are 1386rths per 1,000 womenf age 1549
yearsin the District. This is higher than the regional average of Jfain, he North Gonja
District has a CBR of 31.1 which @nce agairthe highest in theegionwhose averag€EBR

is 24.

9.1.4 Mortality

The survival rate in th®istrict is 85.0 percentvhich varies slightly between 84.5 percent
among themalesand85.4percentfor thefemales. Females within the age group-12 years
have the lowest childusvival rate of 77.8 percemlausibly becauséemales withinthese
agesare still teenagers anday not be physically matured for child bearing. On the other
hand females within the age group -2® yearshave the highest child survival rate of 90.0
percent. The 201(Population andHousingCensus also reveals thiie North GonjaDistrict
has a crude death rate of Sfich isslightly higherthan the regional average of 3.1.

9.1.5 Migration

Data from the 2010 PHC indicate that Upper East Region (UiE£R)e main source region
for migrantsthat were enumerated the District with the Western Region (W/R¥s the least
important source of migrants into the North GobBjatrict. The large number of migrants
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from the Upper East Region in tlgstrict may beas result of the close proximity of the
region to theDistrict. Their movement into thBistrict could also be related to pull factors
such as the availability of agricultural lands, as well as ahenomic opportunities the
District. There were als®89 persons enumerated in tbBéstrict who were bornoutside
Ghana.

9.1.6 Household Size, structure and Composition

The 2010 PHC data show that the tdtaluseholdpopulation in theDistrict is 42,972
comprising 49.6 percent males and 50.4 percent fam@leze are 4,793 household heads
made up 0B1.7 percent males and 8.3 percent fem&lesisehold headship in ti¥strict is,
therefore, highlymaledominated. The nuclear family households have a total population of
11,404 which is composed &1.5 grcent of males and 48.5 percent of females. This is an
indication that most peopl@3.4%)in theDistrict live in extendedamily households.

9.1.7 Literacy

Generally the level of education in th®istrict is low with the average educational
attainmem being primary school. ThBistrict hasa total labour force of 22,680 (52.1% of the
entire populationamong the populatioh5 years and oldef this number, males are 48.2
percent while femalesepresents1.8 percentln terms ofthe economically acte group,
however,malesrepresen62.1 percent while fematemake upthe remaining 47.9 percent.
The private informal sector employs 98 percent of the population, with the public and private
formal sectas engagingone percent each of the employed popiaiatof the North Gonja
District. The Agriculture, Forestry andFishing Sector is responsible fol55.9 percent of
employedmales and 44.1 percent@mnployediemales in théistrict.

TheDistrict has 703 persons with various forms of disability (PWD&gse PWDsepresent

1.6 percent of the total populatiaf the District. The proportion of people with disability
who are employed in the North GonJaistrict is 58.3 percent while those who are
economically inactivenake up41.2 percent. Out of the totabpulation of PWDsin the
District, more than threquarters (76.5%) of them have never attended school, 12.4 percent
hasattenad primary school while 1.6 percehasattenadd SSS/SHS.

9.1.8 Agriculture

Agriculture plays a pivotal role in the soe@conom¢ development of the people in the
District. The 2010 PHC reveals thagricultural householdsumber4,186 out of the total
households of 4,793 in th&istrict. This translates to about 87 percent of the tatahber of
households in thBistrict. Rural aeas have 90.6 percent of agricultural households.

9.1.9 Information communication technology

In general, about 9.3 percent of th@pplation hasnobile phones. There areowevermore
males (63.9%) than femal€36.1%) the percentag of maleheaded hoseholds that own
desktop/laptop computer is 0.1 percent as compared io féraleheaded household
counterpar with 0.3 percentThe very low ownership of desktop/laptop computers in the
District could bedue to lack of electricity in most parts of tbéstrict and the general high
poverty level among the people.

9.1.10 Housing conditions

The information from housing censuses serves as a basis for planning housing and human
settlement programmes aadoptingpoliciesto address any housing deficilisalso assists in
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the evaluation and monitoring of housing conditions and needs of the population within the
context of the United Nations Millennium Development Goal Seven. The census provided an
official count of all structures in North Gonjaistrict. The District has 3,398 houses with an
average household size @il persons. In addition, tHaistrict urban settlementsave a total

of 730 households with an average household siz&.@f On the other hand4,063
householdsre recorded with respect tfoe rural settlements with an average household size
of 9.1 The proportion of households that live in owseecupied units (owned by household
member) is 93.8 percent, with 2.3 percent owned by relatives who are not household
members and 1.5 percent atédbficly owned.

Type of dwelling, holding and tenancy arrangement

There ae 13,895dwelling units in theDistrict. Compound houses are the most common in
theDistrict and vary from a high of 91.2 percent in the urban areas to 53.3 percent in the rural
localities. Again, a higher proportion of the rural househaldse in separate houses (10.6%)

and huts (32.2%) compared to 3.8 percent and 3.7 percent respectively in the urban areas in
theDistrict.

Furthermore,59.3 percent ohouseholds headed by males arecompound houses, 9.0
percent in separate houses and 28.1 percent in huts/buildings (same comipocortyast
compound housessed by femakneaded households represé&.7 percentwhile 15.9
percentof them aren separate houses and 24.9 peraehuts/buildings.

Main Constr uction material

The main material for roofing of dwelling units in tBestrict is thatch/palm leaf or raffia
(70.1%) followed by metal sheet (25.4%l)Ise ofkerosene lamps (43.0%) fbighting is the
most common in th®istrict, followed by41.1 percentusng flashlight/torchwhile electricity

is used by13.7 percenbf the households in thBistrict. Furthermore, households in the
District depend largely on wood (93.9%) and charcoal (3a4%the main source of cooking
fuel while less thamnepercent (0.3%) athemuse gagor cooking. On the other hand, one
than 66 percendf households uskorehole/pump/tube well as thmain source of drinking
waterin theDistrict compared t@3.2 percenthat depends onver/stream.

Toilet facility

A huge najority (92.1%) of households has no toilet facilitiend resort tousing the
bush/beach/fieldThis is higher in the rural (94.5%) than in the urban (78.9%) localities in the
District. The use of public toilet also varies betwddn8 percent in the urban areas and less
than one percent in the rural localities in Bistrict. The use of water closet toilet facility,
however, almost absent in th®istrict with an insignificant proportion of 0.1 percent
reporting its usage.

9.2 Conclusions

North Gonja Districtis highly rural; 85 percent of the total population lives faral areas.
Age dependency ratio is lowedg.5 in urban areas than in rural ared88.5) urban areas.

The proportion of deaths by accidents/homicide/suicidéhe District (8.3%) is quite high.
Steps need to be taken to curb its incidence. The proportion of those wémaoenically
inactivebut married isl5.8 percent Proportions of males and females in tertiary education
0.6 percent and Ogdercent regpectively are too low.
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Majority of the people living in th®istrict (89.8%) are Ghanaians by birth. On religious
affiliation, Muslims are in themajority (72.8%). The proportion of those literate in English
and Fench (0.%) is not commendable,

The roleand contribution of the private sect(®9%) in the provision of service to the
employment sdor cannot be overemphasized;the main source of employment in the
District. Efforts must be made to increase the proportbthe economically active (784

and reduce unemployment. More job avenues must be opened to help address these issues. In
this era of mobile phones, with.3% as proportion of people 12 years and above in the
District having mobile phones, it can said that the proportion @n thelower side.lt is

clear the us®f desktoflaptop computers must be encouraged more, especially in schools.
This could help improve the rathew ownership of computers (@4) in theDistrict.

The fact that sight disability records the highest percerftageoth urban (44.2%) and rural
(29.7%),is a major problem which requires an urgent and immediate solution. The proportion
of households thatre engagen agriculturalactivities 87.3%) clearly tells that, agriculture is

the mainstay of thBistricts économy .t is commendable that, 98&of those in agriculture

are into crop farming. Compound house (88) is the predominantly occupied dwelling unit

in the District, with main construction material for outer walls beMagd brick or Earth
(83%). The man materialfor floor is cement/concrete (834, and the main roofing material

is Thatch/Palm leaf or Raffir0.1%).

9.3 Policy Implications

The consequences of thesults presenteale critical and mustherefore be given priority in

the developmeanplanning process of the District. Health infrastructure such athe
Community Health Planning Services (CHIPS) compounds should be urgently provided to
take care of the health needs of the children as well as the aged especially in the rural areas
where a greateproportion ofchildren and theslderly population igesident.Employment
opportunities must also be created to absorb the youth.

In addition, the proportion of thelderly population65 years and oldg#.6%) isabout the

same as the averatpg Ghana which is 4.7 perceW/e need to adopt innovative measures in
order to tap into their experiences to advance the development Distnet and Ghana as a
whole. However, policies and programmes that will enhance thebely of the aged
popuhtion should behought through For examplethe District Assembly could consider
investing incare facilities for the aged in the communities (see UNPD (Ghana), 2007). Policy
options for this segment of the population should include enhancement of Sumpart
systems of various kinds, both formal and informal, as well as employment opportunities for
the elderly who are still capable of working.

More aducational infrastructure such as classroom blatisild be providetb take care of

the high proporoin of the population that is represented by children inDigdrict. In
addition, pogrammes that promote female education and women empowerment should be
intensified.This will ensure that female children are enrolled and retained in school to realize
their full potentials in order that they can contribute to the development &fiskict. In the

light of this, theDistrict Assembly (DA) in collaboration with other development partners
should endeavorto implement realistic policies and programmes gedr towards the
realization of this objective.

The District Assembly shoulanake a strong effotb brand and repackage the tourist sites in
the District in order that it could serve as a source of revenue foDikgict. The gold
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deposits in thd®istrict should be exploited. This could begoablic-private partnership (PPP)
venture between thBistrict Assembly and any private entity that is interested in exploiting
these resources.

With regard to sanitation, thBistrict Assembly should incorporate its District Medium

Term Development Plan (DMTDP) the sensitization on the Community Led Total Sanitation
(CLTS) programme in communities across tistrict in order to curb the indiscriminate
open defecation and its attendant complications.

The District Assembly should intensify the rural electrification projecensure that many
more localities in theDistrict are hooked onto theationalgrid to enjoy the benefits that
come with it
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APPENDICES

Table A1l: Householdcomposition by type of locality

Total Urban Rural
Household Composition Total Percent Urban Percen Rural  Percent
Total 42,972 100.0 6,308 100.0 36,664 100.0
Head only 54 0.1 11 0.2 43 0.1
Household with head and a spouse only 96 0.2 22 0.3 74 0.2
Hqusehold with head and biological/adopte 1,180 27 396 6.3 784 21
children only
Household with head spouse(s) and 10,074 234 1,350 214 8724 238
biological/adopted children only
Household with head spouse(s)
biological/adopted children and relatives of 26,580 61.9 3,423 54.3 23,157 63.2
the head only
Household with head spee(s)
biological/adopted children relatives and 901 2.1 79 1.3 822 2.2
nonrelatives of the head
Househp!d with head spouse(s) and other 444 10 29 05 415 11
composition
Ho_usehold with hgad biological/adopted 2638 6.1 753 11.9 1,885 51
children and relatives of the head only
Household with head biological/adopted
children relatives and nonrelatives of the 330 0.8 84 1.3 246 0.7
head
Household with head and other compositio 675 16 161 26 514 14

but no spouse

Ghana Statistical Servic2010 Population and Housing Census
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Table A2: Population 3 years and older by sex, disability type and levef education

Educational level attained

Middle Voc./ Post graduate
Never Kinder 1SS/ Sec./SSS  Tech./ Post Bachelor (Cert. Diploma
Sex/Disability type Total attended Nursery garten Primary JHS /SHS Comm. sec degree Masters PHD &)
Total 39,487 26,911 1,356 667 6,920 2,329 1,051 42 185 26 0
No disability 38,849 26,423 1,342 658 6,841 2,300 1,038 41 180 26 0
With a dsability 638 488 14 9 79 29 13 1 5 0 0
Sight 213 174 4 0 18 8 4 1 4 0 0
Hearing 126 103 0 2 14 1 4 0 2 0 0
Speech 85 59 3 3 15 5 0 0 0 0 0
Physical 166 129 3 0 18 11 4 0 1 0 0
Intellectual 82 57 2 1 13 6 3 0 0 0 0
Emotional 67 54 3 1 6 2 1 0 0 0 0
Other 70 52 5 2 8 1 2 0 0 0 0
Male
Total 19,523 12,816 701 336 3,496 1,322 664 21 148 19 0
No disability 19,209 12,593 692 332 3,450 1,299 659 21 144 19 0
With a disability 314 223 9 4 46 23 5 0 4 0 0
Sight 105 82 2 0 9 7 2 0 3 0 0
Hearing 47 37 0 0 5 1 3 0 1 0 0
Speech 39 23 2 2 9 3 0 0 0 0 0
Physical 74 49 3 0 11 8 2 0 1 0 0
Intellectual 44 27 2 0 9 6 0 0 0 0 0
Emotional 38 29 1 1 4 2 1 0 0 0 0
Other 29 18 5 1 3 1 1 0 0 0 0
Female
Total 19,964 14,095 655 331 3,424 1,007 387 21 37 7 0
No disability 19,640 13,830 650 326 3,391 1,001 379 20 36 7 0
With a disability 324 265 5 5 33 6 8 1 1 0 0
Sight 108 92 2 0 9 1 2 1 1 0 0
Hearing 79 66 0 2 9 0 1 0 1 0 0
Speech 46 36 1 1 6 2 0 0 0 0 0
Physical 92 80 0 0 7 3 2 0 0 0 0
Intellectual 38 30 0 1 4 0 3 0 0 0 0
Emotional 29 25 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other 41 34 0 1 5 0 1 0 0 0 0

Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census
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Table A3: Distribution of households engaged in tree growing or crop farming by
type of crop and population engage

House Population in occupied unit

Population engaged in
agricultural activities

Households/ type of crop holds Total Male Female Total Male Female
Total households in occupied units 4,793 42,972 21,306 21,666 12,194 7,503 4,691
:&ﬁfitei:g'ds engaged in agricultural 4,186 38,406 19,138 19,268 12,194 7,503 4,691
;‘c’)‘\‘;ﬁgo'ds engaged incropfarming ortr ;505 37510 18513 18,667 11,746 7,249 4,497
Households engaged in crop farming 4,036 37,143 18,504 18,639 11,703 7,227 4,476
Households engaged in tree growing 16 125 67 58 62 35 27
Agro forestry (tree planting) 16 125 67 58 62 35 27
Alligator pepper 7 90 49 41 32 19 13
Apples 6 48 24 24 18 16 2
Asian vegetables (e.g. tinda, cauliflower) 22 182 95 87 66 41 25
Avocado 3 26 14 12 9 5 4
Banana 17 151 70 81 23 20 3
Beans 252 2,672 1,299 1,373 793 500 293
Black pepper 2 18 11 7 5 3 2
Black berries 3 31 15 16 14 8 6
Cabbage 1 12 7 5 1 1 0
Carrot 95 678 336 342 221 137 84
Cashew 83 778 402 376 255 162 93
Cassava 445 4,027 2,043 1,984 1,341 831 510
Citronella 24 152 86 66 61 40 21
Citrus 2 20 12 8 2 2 0
Cocoa 1 4 1 3 1 1 0
Coconut 1 4 2 2 1 1 0
Cocoyam 13 104 61 43 49 33 16
Cocoyam / Taro (kooko) 5 76 29 47 41 22 19
Coffee 2 18 6 12 6 2 4
Cola 3 19 10 9 5 3 2
Cotton 6 63 25 38 11 7 4
Cucumber 56 565 297 268 186 101 85
Egg plant 1 10 3 7 6 3 3
Garlic 1 7 3 4 2 1 1
Garden eggs 26 274 143 131 100 55 45
Ginger 2 24 10 14 9 5 4
Groundnut 1,869 18,155 9,036 9,119 6,160 3,662 2,498
Guava 5 28 13 15 13 7 6
Kenaf 1 4 2 2 1 1 0
Lemon grass 1 6 4 2 2 1 1
Lettuce 5 45 20 25 14 8 6
Maize 3,452 32,532 16,160 16,372 10,388 6,37 4,001
Mango 29 325 171 154 80 51 29
Melon (agusi) 33 322 164 158 113 52 61
Millet 979 10,190 5,045 5,145 3,315 2,060 1,255
Mushroom 4 54 30 24 10 7 3
Nut meg 12 110 62 48 53 30 23
Oil palm 2 20 16 4 4 4 0
Okro 176 1,625 805 820 563 287 276
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Table A3: Distribution of households engaged in tree growing or crop farming by

type of crop and population engagé( cont 6 d)

Population in occupied

Population engaged ir

units agricultural actiities
Households/ type of crop Housédolds Total Male Female Total Male Female
Okro 176 1,625 805 820 563 287 276
Pawpaw 1 9 4 5 3 2 1
Peas 1 12 7 5 8 7 1
Pepper 155 1,421 697 724 535 289 246
Pineapple 1 8 1 7 2 1 1
Plantain 5 39 23 16 20 11 9
Potatoes 2 14 2 12 2 2 0
Rice 61 618 320 298 183 111 72
Rubber 1 9 2 7 2 1 1
Sorghum 48 434 213 221 133 81 52
Soya beans 70 675 332 343 221 126 95
Sugarcane 6 54 30 24 16 12 4
Sun flower 1 7 5 2 4 3 1
Sweet pepper 1 5 3 2 1 0 1
Sweet potatoes 8 70 37 33 31 20 11
Tiger nut 3 26 13 13 7 6 1
Tobacco 108 779 397 382 252 159 93
Tomatoes 46 367 185 182 160 91 69
Water melon 2 14 7 7 6 3 3
Yam 442 4,025 2,099 1,926 1,634 943 691
Other (specify) 12 83 43 40 32 22 10

Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population anddihg Census
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Table A4: Population by sex, number of households and houses in the 20 largest

communities
Sex
S/No. Community Name Total Male Female House holds Houses
1 Daboya 6,510 3,109 3,401 3,401 481
2 Lingbinsi 4,104 2,096 2,008 2,008 267
3 Mankarigu 3,163 1,516 1,647 1,647 243
4 Singa 2,880 1,440 1,440 1,440 139
5 Lukula 2,765 1,334 1,431 1,431 180
6 Yagbum 2,493 1,250 1,243 1,243 191
7 Tare No.2 1,513 763 750 750 125
8 Busah 1,370 659 711 711 77
9 S&kpala 1,242 631 611 611 77
10 Mempeasem 1,238 599 639 639 68
11 Tunsungu 1,127 572 555 555 84
12 Bawena 1,112 579 533 533 134
13 Tare No.1 1,016 518 498 498 56
14 Gbasimpa No.1 1,004 475 529 529 65
15 Gbasimpa No.2 (Somun 969 496 473 473 55
16 Nabengu 919 449 470 470 57
17 Sinsina 766 367 399 399 86
18 Dissah 725 355 370 370 46
19 Salugu 707 377 330 330 34
20 Jinfronu 693 347 346 346 89

Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census
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Table A5: Population by age group in the 20 largest communities

Age group
All
S/No. Community Name ages 04 59 1014 1519 2024 2529 3034 3539 4044 4549 5054 5559 6064 6569 7074 75+
1 Daboya 6,510 1,151 975 826 835 636 421 336 273 243 209 145 80 102 44 90 144
2 Lingbinsi 4,104 707 699 571 505 396 258 277 176 182 100 79 28 53 30 21 22
3 Mankarigu 3,163 551 562 397 392 236 219 168 152 119 98 84 38 46 23 40 38
4 Singa 2,880 570 485 411 322 257 194 152 121 89 55 71 16 35 23 35 44
5 Lukula 2,765 557 487 308 247 229 205 147 103 104 53 70 38 60 23 48 86
6 Yagbum 2,493 451 432 305 264 183 171 146 102 106 87 71 20 46 22 49 38
7 Tare No.2 1,513 285 330 207 122 110 94 90 83 39 35 37 11 18 14 14 24
8 Busah 1,370 209 236 224 149 100 79 73 82 68 44 33 25 19 10 5 14
9 Sakpala 1,242 323 259 100 80 76 82 70 59 42 30 37 9 25 5 23 22
10 Mempeasem 1,238 218 266 173 137 88 86 65 58 29 28 20 19 17 9 9 16
11 Tunsungu 1,127 209 182 98 117 90 79 70 65 57 44 29 23 17 11 11 25
12 Bawena 1,112 176 185 138 157 99 73 36 22 26 27 30 30 29 19 30 35
13 Tare No.1 1,016 235 181 134 109 90 88 35 37 13 29 19 14 7 9 4 12
14 Gbasimpa No.1 1,004 151 197 168 113 62 65 50 94 34 14 21 3 13 3 3 13
15 Gbasimpa No.2 (Somun) 969 159 165 114 111 75 65 31 38 50 43 40 18 13 15 13 19
16 Nabengu 919 145 145 125 100 92 43 56 61 40 39 34 7 16 0 8 8
17 Sinsina 766 138 125 93 86 74 46 46 39 35 18 13 16 8 9 12 8
18 Dissah 725 100 126 127 78 78 52 33 35 12 19 10 4 15 8 8 20
19 Salugu 707 136 132 56 73 55 66 30 40 27 19 26 5 15 6 7 14
20 Jinfronu 693 221 65 98 58 40 41 50 11 29 22 9 6 7 0 23 13

Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 Population and Housing Census

76



LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS

Project Secretariat
Dr. Philomena Nyarko, Government Statistician
Mr. Baah Wadieh, Deputy Government Statistician
Mr. David Yenukwa Kombat, Acting Census Coordinator
Mr. Sylvester Gyamfi, DISDAP Project Coordinator
Mrs. Abena A. OseAkoto, Data Processing
Mr. Rochester Appiah Kubi Boateng, Data Processing
Mrs. Jacqueline Anum, Data Processing
Mrs. Samilia Mintah, Dat Processing
Mr. Yaw Misefa, Data Processing
Mr. Ernest Enyan, Data Processing
Mr. Salifu Amadu, Regional Statistician
Ms. HannaFrempongKonadu, Formatting/Typesetting
Mrs. Hellen Ayitevie Formatting/Typesetting
Mrs. Mary Gyawu Formatting/Typesetting

Writers
Mr. Yidana Latif
Mr. Bawa Nuhu Lesseini

Consultant
Dr. Frank K. TengZeng

Editor/ Reviewers

Prof.S. O. Kwankye
Mrs. Augusta Okantey

77



