National population and housing censustotarry

Though no specific date has been set for the cdarafitbe 2010 population and housing
census, the Minster of finance and economic planhas stated government’s resolve
and commitment to ensure that the exercise is adaduhis year. The programme was
previously scheduled for March this year.

Since January 2009, the government has taken stepasure that a population and
housing census is conducted in 2010. To this emel,government provided GH¢ 5
million in the 2009 budget to commence the procAssadditional GH¢32 million has
been provided in the 2010 budget for the censti’ ntinister of finance said at a news
conference in Accra yesterday.

He noted that the budgetary provision for the cemsogramme have to date enabled the
Ghana Statistical Service (GSS) and the collabmyatistitutions and partners to make
significant progress in the planning, implementatid the programme. The setting up of
institutional machinery for planning, implementingjpervising and monitoring of the
census process has been completed,” he noted.

He acknowledged that the population and housinguewas a unique data that provides
benchmark information for effective planning andodogovernance at all levels of
government. Without an exercise like the censusstritt Assemblies, for example,
cannot get the data they need for evidence basadgament and administration in their
respective district ,”he added.

Dr. Grace Bediako, the Government Statisticiand &&ir outfit had prepared a report on

the lessons that have been drawn from the pilosuewhich are now been incorporated
into the strategies and instruments that would $ed dor the main census. She said the
statistical service is considering others facttwat twould facilitate and maximize data

collection during the exercise.

The Government Statistician mentioned that heritonts considering factors such as the
weather and major events such as the world cupgedsfar June this year, the hajj and
many other events that would see a lot of peopleentmth internally and externally,
which could jeopardize the exercise.

So we are looking at these possibilities and camtbtthat may affect the coverage of the
normal population of the country, to set the dashé noted.

Source: The Chronicle, Wednesday, January 6, 2010.



